
	Political System 
	Characteristics    
	Civilizations or areas
	Leaders                      
	Effects   

	Feudalism            
	Power is decentralized
Land exchanged for military service 
Limited social mobility 
	Europe C. 500’s-1400’s

Japan 1100’s-18oo’s CE
	Europe- Powerful Lords

Japan- Shogun (military leader0
	discouraged unified government
discouraged trade and economic growth

	Absolute Monarchy
	1 leader with unlimited power. 
Power is centralized.
Leadership is hereditary.
Typically theocratic.   
	Spain  
Spain 
England 
England 
France 
Ottoman Empire 
	King Philip II
Ferdinand & Isabella 
King Henry VIII 
Queen Elizabeth 
King Louis
Suleiman  the Magnificent 

	Ferdinand & Isabella expel Muslims and unite Spain. 

Absolutism leads to violent revolutions in England and France 

Constant war among Monarchs for territory. 
 

	Limited (representative) Monarchy
	Monarch shares power with a legislator (lawmaking group of people). Power is not absolute.  
In modern nations, monarchs serve as a “figure head.”

	Modern England
Modern France
Modern Spain 

	Queen Elizabeth II

King Juan Carlos I
	Individual rights of the citizens are protected by law.  




	Representative (parliamentary) democracy
	Citizens elect leaders to represent them and run the government.  
Citizens remove ineffective or corrupt leaders through the voting process.   
Requires participation of citizens.  

	Roman Republic 500BCE-40BCE 
Modern England 
Modern France
Modern Spain 


Modern India 
Modern Japan 

	Roma Consuls 

Gorden Brown 
Nicolas Sarkozy
José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero
	Individual rights of the citizens are protected by law.  

Citizens can freely speak out against the government.  


	Direct democracy
	Citizens directly vote on major government decisions.  
In Athens only adult, male citizens could vote. 
	Ancient Athens 
	
	Only certain individuals were able to participate in the government.  

	Communism 
	Totalitarian rule.  
Command economy.  
Based on Marxist principles.  
Government control of the media.  
Secret police.  
Restriction of individual rights.  
	Soviet Union 1917-1990.  
China 1949-modern day
Modern Cuba 
Modern North Korea
Modern Vietnam 
	Vladimir Lenin 
Joseph Stalin 
Mao Zedong 

Fidel Castro
Kim Jong IL 
	Major human rights violations in China & Soviet Union.  
Mass starvation under Mao Zedong and Joseph Stalin.  
Political purges in China & Soviet Union 


	Fascism
	Totalitarian rule.  
Ruled by military dictator.  
Imperialistic.  
Nationalistic 
Militaristic 
Secret Police 
Government control of the media.  
Restriction of individual rights.  
Hatred of Communism. 
	Germany 1933-1945 

Italy 1919-1940’s
Spain 1939-1975
	Adolf Hitler (Nazi Party)
Benito Mussolini 
Francisco Franco 
	Nazi’s commit genocide against Jews.  

Military aggression  of Germany and Italy helps lead to WWII.

Spain enters a civil war.  




