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Geography II Exam. This guide covers history from 1750 to Present. This study
guide is aligned with the NYS Social Studies framework for teaching. 
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The World in 

1750

The 

Enlightenment

The French 

Revolution

World 

War I

Rise of 

Totalitarianism
Decolonization The Cold War

The End of 

the Cold War
Globalization

War on 

Terrorism
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- Change from products made 
   at home by hand change to 
   mass produced goods by 
   machines in factories.
- Begins in Great Britain 
  because of geography 
  (rivers, ports, raw materials) 
- Industrialization move from 
 rural to urban centers (jobs)
- Karl Marx (Communism)
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- Rousseau - Social Contract
- Locke - life, liberty, property
  consent of governed
- Hobbes - Absolutism
- Smith - Capitalism
- Aim to fix social, economic,
political problems with logic
& reason (Age of Reason)
- Wollstonecraft - Women's
Rights and education
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- Third Estate pays all taxes
- Louis XVI - absolute ruler
  beheaded by guilloitine
- French republic begins
  monarchy abolished
- Robespierre - radical 
  revolutionary, Reign of 
  Terror, beheaded
 - Rise of Napoleon
 - Napoleon's Coup D'etat

admin
Typewriter
- Greater population need for 
   more food
- 4 Field System /Crop Rotation
- Enclosure Act
- Starts in Great Britain
- Malthus - population theory 
  of survival of fittest applied
  to human society 
 - Spencer - Social Darwinism
 - construct of race
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 - Berlin Conference (1884-85)
 - European Empires Scramble
   for Africa
- Made possible by the Industrial
   Revolution & need for raw
   materials for manufactured 
- China imperialized / Boxer
   Rebellion & Opium Wars
- India imperialized / Sepoy
  Mutiny 
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 - Collective pride for your Nation
 - Latin American Revolutions 
 - L'Ouverture (1804) - Haiti
 - Bolivar - Venezuela, Bolivia, Colombia, 
   Ecuador, Peru & Panama
 - Italy (1861) - Cavour, Mazzini, Garibaldi
 - Germany (1871) - Bismarck
 - Empire of Great Britain - "Sun Never 
|  Sets on the British Empire"
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- M.A.I.N.S.
- Central Powers (defeated) vs. 
  Allied Powers (victorious)
- Starts in Balkan Peninsula
  with assassination of Austrian-
  Hungary Archduke Ferdinand
- Treaty of Versailles ends war
- Ottoman Empire split up
- Austria-Hungary Empire split 
  up into ethnic & religious areas
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- Russian Revolution (1917)
- Soviet Union - Lenin & Stalin 
  (Communism)
- Treaty of Versailles punishes
  Germany / War Guilt Clause
- World Wide Depression
- Germany pays reparations
- Rise of Fascism / Communism
- Germany - Hitler (Fascism)
- Italy - Mussolini (Fascism)
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- Axis Powers (defeated) vs.
  Allies (victorious)
- Hitler invades Poland to
   start war (Blitzkrieg)
- Holocaust continues to The
  Final Solution (12 mil killed)
- Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor 
- D-Day Invasion of Europe
- Germany & Italy defeated
- Atomic bombs dropped 
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- British Empire in major 
  decline because of WWII
- Gandhi & India gain 
  independence from Britain
- African colonies slowly
   gain independence
- Japanese imperialism ends
  with their defeat in WWII
- State of Israel is carved out
  of the Palestinian area of
  the Middle East
- Southeast Asia states 
  become independent
- End of colonization in many
   places causes civil wars
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- war of ideologies
- Capitalism (U.S) vs. 
  Communism (USSR)
- Democracy (U.S.) vs. 
  Totalitarianism (USSR)
- Warsaw Pact (USSR) vs.
   NATO (The West)
- Space Race
- Nuclear Weapons build up
- Korean War
- Soviets build wall around
  East Berlin inside GDR
- Cuban Missile Crisis
- Vietnam War
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- Reagan, Thatcher, Pope
  John Paul II vs. Gorbachev
- Soviets militarily &  
  economically can't keep up
- Glastnost & Peristroika
- Poland breaks free from Soviet
  influence. Fall of the Berlin Wall
- Soviet Union falls 1991
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- Since 1950s, World 
   economy & free trade 
   has expanded & increased
- NAFTA (U.S./Canada/Mexico)
- WTO  (World Trade 
   Orgainization)
- EU (European Union)
- Increase in GDP of many states
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- 9/11 US Attacked by 
  Al Qaeda terrorists
- Since break up of Soviet
  Union, terrorism increased
- U.S. Wars in Afghanistan,
  and Iraq (2003)
- Increase in Fundamentalism 
  & Extremism
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- Chiang Kai-Shek (Republic) 
   vs. Mao Zedong (Communist)
- Mao victorious, Kai-Shek escapes
  to island of Formosa (Taiwan)
- China becomes communist
- Great Leap Forward
- Cultural Revolution
- Tiananmen Square (1989) protests 
   & masacre for democracy fail
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- Europe trading  with the
Americas, China & India
- Mercantilsim changes 
  to Capitalism
- Japan Islolating from
  foreign trade & outsiders
- Mughal Empire at peak
- Ottomans - religious
  tolleration & influence
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Hierarchy:  levels according to rank or status

mrale
Typewriter
hierarchal/hierarchy: A group of persons or things organized into successive ranks or grades with each level 
subordinate to the one above. Examples are: Social Classes, Caste System, Socio-Economic Classes, etc. 



PART II: 
GLOBAL HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY II 

 

 

TOPIC: THE AGE OF ABSOLUTISM 

I. The Age of Absolutism (1600s-1700s) 
A)  The Age of Absolutism was the period in European history when nations were governed (ruled) 

by absolute monarchs. 
B)  The term “monarch” means “king.”   Absolute monarchs were kings who had total control 

over  
 the nations that they ruled. 

C)  Key characteristics/features of absolute monarchs: 
1)   Absolute monarchs centralized political control, which means that they did not share 

power with anyone else. 
2)  Absolute monarchs believed in Divine Right, which was the idea that kings received 

their power to rule directly from God. 
3)  Absolute monarchs believed that their power was unlimited.  They made laws without 

the consent (approval) of the people. 
D)  Some important absolute monarchs include: 

1)   Peter the Great- He was the absolute monarch of Russia.  He also westernized Russia, 
which means that he imitated the customs and traditions of countries in Western 
Europe in order to strengthen his nation. 

2)  Louis XIV- He was the absolute monarch of France. Known as the “Sun King” and for  
       the phrase “I am the State”. He built the Palace of Versailles to keep watch on the 
nobles. 
3)  Philip II- He was the absolute monarch of Spain. 
4)  Henry VIII- He was the absolute monarch of England. Used the Protestant Reformation  
       to break free from the Roman Catholic Church because he wanted a divorce to marry  
       another to produce a male heir. He created the Christian Church of England with  
       himself as the head of the church. He had six wives Hint: (divorced, beheaded, died,  

       divorced, beheaded, survived) – How you know what happened to each wife. 
5)   Suleiman the Magnificent- He was the absolute monarch of the Ottoman Empire. He  
       was a great builder and allowed religious toleration (allowed different religions to exist) 

   
NOTE:  In addition to knowing that these men were absolute monarchs, the Regents also wants you to know 
that Peter the Great, Louis XIV, and Suleiman the Magnificent helped expand (enlarge) the territory of their 
nations by taking over neighboring lands. 
 

Plans for the Palace of Versailles of Louis XIV – Largest Palace in the World 
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TOPIC: THE INTELLECTUAL REVOLUTIONS IN EUROPE
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The Roman Catholic Church and most people believed
the Bible's literal meaning that God created the Earth first
and then the universe. So, the earth was in the center of the
solar system (known universe), not the sun. Copernicus 
developed a theory (Heliocentric model) that the sun was at
the center and the earth and the other planets revolved 
around the sun. The old Geocentric model was now in 
conflict with the new theory of Copernicus. Galileo proved
Copernicus' theory with an improved telescope. The Roman
Catholic Church put Galileo on trial, convicted him of 
heresy and put him under house arrest of the rest of his life.
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Their countries are called Absolute Monarchies.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC: THE INTELLECTUAL REVOLUTIONS OF 

EUROPE  

 

I. Scientific Revolution (1500s-1600s) 
A)  The Scientific Revolution was a sudden and dramatic change in how people viewed the world. 
B)  During the Scientific Revolution, science and reason (logic) were used to explain how the 

world worked. People no longer turned only to the Bible and the Catholic Church for answers. 
C)  Key people of the Scientific Revolution: 

1)   Copernicus- Astronomer who developed the Heliocentric Theory- The idea that the 
planets revolve around the sun. 

2)  Galileo Galilei- Astronomer who proved that Copernicus was correct.  He was put on 
trial by the Catholic Church because his ideas contradicted (went against) its teachings. 

3)  Sir Isaac Newton- Mathematician and astronomer who developed calculus and the 
theory of gravity. 

4)  Johannes Kepler- Astronomer who helped discover how planets move. 
5)  Descartes- Mathematician, scientist, and philosopher. 

D)  Key effects (results) of the Scientific Revolution: 
1)   It resulted in the spread of new ideas throughout Europe. 
2)  It challenged the traditional authority (power) of the Catholic Church since European 

scientists proved that many Church teachings were incorrect. 
3)  The new ideas of this period directly led to the Enlightenment (SEE NEXT TOPIC). 

II. The Enlightenment (1700s) 
A)  The Enlightenment was the period in European history when reason (logic) was used to 

understand and improve society.  In fact, the Enlightenment is often called “The Age of Reason.” 
B)  Key ideas of the Enlightenment: 

1)   Enlightenment philosophers believed that society could be improved by using reason 
(logic) and natural law (universal rules that are always true). 

2)  Enlightenment philosophers believed that governments receive their authority (power) 
from the people (NOT from God). 

3)  Enlightenment philosophers believed in democracy (a gov’t where the people have a say). 
4)  NOTE: The Regents likes you to know that the Scientific Revolution and the 

Enlightenment both encouraged the spread of new ideas and the use of reason. 
C)  Key people of the Enlightenment: 

1)   John Locke- He believed that all people have natural rights (the right to life, liberty, and 
property). He also said that people have the right to overthrow governments that fail to 
protect these rights. 
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The Scientific Method was a processs for 
proving a theory with logic and observations. Both Francis Bacon and Renee Descartes promoted this method. It is
the same logical method we use today. 
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2)  Baron de Montesquieu- In order to prevent kings from being too strong, he believed that 
power in government should be divided into three branches (executive, legislative, 
judicial) so that there is a separation of powers and a system of checks and balances. 

3)  Voltaire- He believed that everyone is entitled to freedom of speech and freedom of 
religion. 

4)  Rousseau- He believed that society is a social contract (an agreement in which all people 
agree to work for the common good of society). 

D)  Key effects (results) of the Enlightenment: 
1)   Since Enlightenment philosophers believed that people can overthrow unfair 

governments, the Enlightenment helped cause political revolutions in France, Latin 
America, and the United States (SEE NEXT TOPIC BELOW). 

2)  Enlightened Despots- These were European kings and queens who believed in 
Enlightenment ideas and ruled using Enlightenment principles (ideas). 

 

TOPIC: POLITICAL REVOLUTIONS  

 

I. Introduction to Political Revolutions 
A)  The term “political” means “government.”  A  political revolution is an event in which the 

people of a country overthrow an existing government and create a new government. 
 
II. The English Revolution/Glorious Revolution (1689) 

A)  The English Revolution (also called the Glorious Revolution) is the event in which the people of 
England successfully limited the power of their monarchs (kings). 

B)  The English Revolution took place because people in England believed that the absolute 
monarchs of England were unfair and had too much power. 

C)  Key effects (results) of the English Revolution/Glorious Revolution: 
1)   England’s government became a limited (or constitutional) monarchy- This is a form of 

government in which the power of monarchs (kings) is limited (decreased) by written 
laws. 

2)  Below is a list of laws that each limited the power of the English king in some way: 
a)   The Magna Carta (1215) 
b)  The Petition of Right (1628) 
c)   The English Bill of Rights (1689) 
d)  Habeas Corpus  (1679) 
 

NOTE: As a result of these laws, English kings had to share power with Parliament (the lawmaking body of 
the English government that represents the people). 

 
III. The French Revolution and Napoleon (1789-1815) 

A)  The French Revolution was the event in which the people of France overthrew their king (Louis 
XVI) and fought for more rights. 

 

B)  Key causes of (reasons for) the French Revolution: 
       Hint:  MEAT – Monarchy, Enlightenment, American Revolution, Taxes! 
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His most famous writing was "Candide" in 1759.
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Olympe de Gouge - a woman who fought for women's rights during the French Revolution and was beheaded during the Reign of Terror for supporting the Girondists who supported the monarchists. She wrote Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen (1791).
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Mary Wollstonecraft - was an enlightened thinker who promoted rights for women, especially
education. She wrote "A Vindication of the the Rights of Woman" in 1792.
Baron de Montesquieu - In order to prevent kings from being too strong, he believed that 
power in government should be divided into three (3) branches (executive, legislative, 
judicial) so that there is a separation of powers and a system of checks and balances.
He wrote "On the Spirit of the Laws" in 1748. 
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Key effects of Early Exploration and Mercantilism

In Africa 
a) African Kingdoms traded slaves to Europeans
    for the voyage to the Americas to work on farming 
    plantations for free. Most slaves went to Brazil & the
    West Indies (Caribbean). 
b) The voyage of slaves from Africa to the Americas 
     was called the Middle Passage. 
 
Mercantilism 
a) Mercantilism is the idea that colonies exist only to make 
    the Mother Country (i.e.- Spain and Portugal) wealthy. 
b) Triangular Trade - This was the trade route taken by Europeans 
    in the Atlantic Ocean. Europeans traveled to Africa to get 
    slaves, brought the slaves to their colonies in the Americas, 
    and then returned to Europe with goods from the Americas. 
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Political  Causes: African Empires & European Empires
                              Rivalries & Competion
Economic Causes: Mercantilism, Triangular Trade,
                                Labor Source, Capitalism
Social Causes: Tribal Rivalries, European superiority
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(a non-written agreement in which all people



 
1)   French society was divided into three estates (social classes).   

• 1st Estate –Clergy 

• 2nd Estate – Nobles 

• 3rd Estate – Everyone 
else 
 

2)   The people of the Third Estate 
were mostly peasants.  They were 
angry that they had very few rights 
and paid the highest taxes (even 
though they had the least money). 

3)  France was ruled by absolute 
monarchs.  The French people 
believed that these kings abused 
their power and denied (took 
away) the rights of the people. 

4)  The ideas of the Enlightenment inspired the French people to overthrow their unfair kings 
and to create a new government that protected their rights. 

5)  France was in an economic crisis- The kings spent too much money and put France in debt. 
 

C)  Key events of the French Revolution: 
1)   Declaration of the Rights of Man (1789) -  This was a document written during 

the French Revolution that gave equal rights to the men of France and created a 
fair system of taxation. 

2)  Reign of Terror- This was an event where the leaders of the French Revolution 
executed thousands of people that they believed were loyal to the king.  The Jacobins 
were the radical (extreme) group leading this event and Robespierre was the leader of 
the 
Jacobins. 
 

D)  Key effects (results) of the French Revolution: 
1)   King Louis XVI of France and his wife Marie Antoinette was executed by Robespierre 
and  
       the Jacobins in 1793 
2)  The middle class of France gained more power and rights. 
3)   Robespierre was executed by the National Convention in 1794.  

 
E)  Napoleon Bonaparte 

1)   Napoleon Bonaparte was the ruler who came to power at the end of the French 
Revolution. He was asked to take control by The Directory 

2)  He expanded (enlarged) French territory by conquering neighboring lands in Europe.  By 
doing so, he made French people feel nationalism (pride in their country). 

3)  NOTE: The Regents wants you to know that Napoleon was finally defeated in 1812 
because he made a big error (mistake): He invaded Russia during the winter and the 
freezing climate (weather) of Russia killed thousands of his soldiers.  The same mistake 
was later made by Hitler during WWII. 
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3rd Estate - Everyone Else
* Lawyers, Doctors, Professionals
* Merchants
* Civil Workers
* Other Workers
* Peasants
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IV. The Latin American Revolutions (1800-1830)  
A)  The Latin American Revolutions were 

the events where the colonies of Latin 
America (Central America, South 
America, and the Caribbean) fought to 
gain independence (self-government) 
from Spain, Portugal, and France. 

B)  Key causes of (reasons for) the Latin  
      American Revolutions: 

1)   The governments of Latin 
America were controlled by 
Peninsulares (people born in 
Spain and Portugal) who treated 
the people of Latin America 
poorly.  Creoles (Europeans born 
in Latin America), Mestizos 
(mixed Europeans/Native 
Americans), Native Americans, 
and African slaves demanded 
more rights. 

2)  The ideas of the Enlightenment  
       inspired the Latin Americans to  
       fight for independence 

(self-government) and overthrow 
their unfair governments. 

3)  The American Revolution and the French Revolution inspired Latin Americans to fight 
for independence (self-government) and overthrow their unfair governments. 
 

C)  Below is a list of leaders that helped gain independence (self-government) for the colonies of 
Latin America: 

1)   Simon Bolivar – Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Panama, Bolivia 
2)  Jose de San Martin – Argentina, Chile, Peru 
3)  Miguel Hidalgo - Mexico 
4)   Toussaint  L’Ouvertur e  - Haiti (1804) 
5)   Bernardo O’Higgins – Chile, Peru 
   

NOTE: All of these men are considered nationalists since they loved their nations and wanted to free them 
from European control (Imperialism). 
 
NOTE: After gaining independence, attempts were made to unify (combine) the different areas of Latin 
America in order to form one country.  These attempts failed because Latin America has many natural 
boundaries (Andes Mountains, Amazon Rainforest, etc.) that prevent communication between regions. 
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The philosophy of communism in the Soviet Union was primarily based upon the Industrial Worker, while in China it 
was based upon the Peasants.
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Capitalism is the belief in making a profit and that the means of production are privately owned.
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The Industrial Revolution was the change from producing goods by hand at home to mass producing
goods with machines in factories.



TOPIC: NATIONALISM 

 

I. Introduction to Nationalism 
A)  Nationalism is a feeling of love, loyalty, and devotion to one’s country and the devotion as a  
      country as a whole. Someone who feels this love, loyalty, and devotion is known as a nationalist. 
B)  Nationalism usually develops in areas where people share a common language, culture, and 

history. 
 
II. Unification of Italy and Germany (1870-1871) 

A)  Up until 1870, both Italy and Germany were NOT yet countries.  Instead, they were areas 
that were divided up into many different states, each with its own government. 

B)  Due to feelings of nationalism, the Italian-speaking people of Italy wanted to combine their 
separate states to form one united nation with one government. Similarly, the German-speaking 
people of Germany wanted to combine their separate states to form one united nation with one 
government. 

  

C)  Unification of Italy- Italy successfully combined its separate states to form one united nation in 
1870.  This was achieved due to the efforts of 3 devoted nationalists: 

1)   Giuseppe Garibaldi – “The Sword” 
2)  Giuseppe Mazzini – “The Brain” 
3)  Count Camillo di Cavour – “The Heart” 
 

D)  Unification of Germany- Germany successfully combined its separate states to form one united 
nation in 1871 due to the efforts of one man: 

1)   Otto von Bizmarck- He used a “blood and iron” policy (3 wars) to unify German lands. 
 
III. Nationalism in Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire 

A)  Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire were both large empires that ruled over many diverse 
(different) ethnic groups. 

B)  Due to feelings of nationalism, the ethnic minorities of these lands wanted to gain independence 
(self-government) and form their own nations. 

C)  Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire were eventually broken up due to nationalist 
movements by these different ethnic groups. 

 
IV. Nationalism in Ireland 

A)  In 1801, Great Britain (England) took over 
Ireland. B)  Potato Famine 

1)   1845-1850- About 1 million Irish people died of famine (starvation) when the potato 
crop failed to grow. 

2)  Over 1 million Irish people migrated (moved) to the United States to escape the famine 
and find more opportunities. 

C) Nationalism 
1)   Due to feelings of nationalism, many people in Ireland did not want to be ruled by Great 

Britain.  They wanted independence (self-government). 
2)  1921- Southern Ireland (mostly Catholic) gained independence from Great Britain. 

Northern Ireland (mostly Protestant) remained part of Great Britain. 
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Nationalism can:

1) Divide a Nation or Country into separate Nations or Countries
2) Unite a Nation or Country into one Nation or Country



TOPIC: IMPERIALISM 
 

I. Introduction to Imperialism 
A)  Imperialism (also called colonization) is when a strong country conquers and takes over a 

weaker country/nation/region. The area that is taken over is known as a colony. 

B)  During the 19th century (1800s), many European nations (also called Western nations) such as 
Great Britain, France, Germany, and Italy took over lands throughout Africa and Asia. 

C)  Causes of (reasons for) imperialism- They colonized by using the elements in the anagram 
PERSIA (Political, Economic, Religion, Social, Intellectual, and Area) The European nations 
imperialized/colonized lands in Africa and Asia for several important reasons: 

1)   Europeans wanted raw materials/natural resources (like coal, tin, iron) in order to make   
       goods in their factories. 
2) “ White Man’s Burden”- This was a racist poem that encouraged Europeans to civilize 

                              (help improve) the people that they took over by teaching them European customs and  
                              religious beliefs (like Christianity).  The poem referred to the people of Asia and Africa as  
                             “half devil” and “half child.” 

3)  Social Darwinism- This was the idea that it was natural for strong countries (like the 
                              European nations) to take over weaker countries (like nations in Africa and Asia). It comes  
                              from the evolution theories of Charles Darwin and applied to people. This will eventually  
                              culminate in the social construct of race. It will lead Hitler to commit genocide against the  
                              Jews of Europe after applying social Darwinist principles.  

 

II. Imperialism in India, China, and Africa (1800s-1914) 
A)  Effects (results) of imperialism- The Europeans generally had a very negative impact on the 

regions that they colonized (took over) in India, China, and Africa: 
1)  Scramble for Africa - Over 90% of Africa was taken over by European countries that 

scrambled (raced) to take over the continent. This was set in motion by the Berlin 
Conference in 1885. 

2)  China- After the British began smuggling opium (an addictive drug) into China, the 
Chinese fought back in the famous Opium Wars. After being defeated, China was carved 
up into spheres of influence (areas where trade was controlled by different European 
nations). 

3)  India- India was taken over by Great Britain (England) and ruled for almost 200 years. 
B)  The people of Africa and Asia did not like being ruled by European nations. As a result, they 

fought many wars to kick out the Europeans (also called Westerners) and gain independence 
(self-government): 

1)   Sepoy Mutiny- Rebellion in which India tried (but failed) to gain independence from 
Great Britain (England). 

2)  Boxer Rebellion- Rebellion in which China tried (but failed) to gain independence from 
the various European (Western) nations that controlled them. 
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Note: The British Empire was so large that the saying was "The sun never set on the British Empire" 
because everywhere the sun was rising, the empire existed on the globe. After WWII the British Empire
couldn't economically, politically, and socially, keep its empire from fracturing into many different
independent states/nations. Most still participated as part of the British Commonwealth (based upon trade)
but were independent politically. Ex. Australia still has a pictures of the Queen on their currency.
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2)  Taiping Rebellion - was a massive rebellion or civil war in China that lasted from 1850 to 
     1864 and was fought between the established Manchu-led Qing dynasty (Confucianism and
     Buddhism) and the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Peace (Christianity). Manchu/Qing Victory.
     This is a turning point in Chinese history since Christianity was no longer seen as a welcomed
     religion in China.
3)  Boxer Rebellion - betweern 1889-1901, a rebellion in which China tried (but failed) to 
     gain independence from the various European (Western) nations that controlled them.
     This is considered a turning point because it weakened the Qing dynasty 
     and its national defense capabilities leaving it vulnerable to
     Russia taking over Manchuria and eventually the
     Japanese before & during WWII.
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"White Man's Burden" - was a poem written by Rudyard Kipling that encouraged Europeans who were superior to civilize inferior people mainly in Asia and Africa. Europens should teach the inferior people Christianity, and other European customs. The poem referred to people in Asia & Africa as "half devil" and "half child".



III. Imperialism in Japan 
A)  From 1600-1854, Japan was largely isolated and wanted little contact with the rest of the world. 
B)  1854- Commodore Matthew Perry of the United States sailed into Japan in order to open up the 

country to trade.We wanted to do business with Japan. 
C)  Meiji Restoration (1868-1912) 

1)   This is the period in Japanese history when Japan was ruled by Emperor Meiji. 
2)  NOTE: During this period, Japan began a rapid (fast) program of modernization and 

westernization. 
3)  Modernization- Japan industrialized (built factories, machines, roads, communications). 
4)  Westernization- Japan adopted the customs and techniques of Western countries (i.e.- 

Europe and the United States). Japan changed its government, military, education 
system, and technology to make it more like those of Europe and the United States. 

D)  NOTE: As result of the changes made during the Meiji Period, Japan became a powerful and 
modern industrial country.  Instead of being taken over by Europeans or the United States (the 
way India, China, and Africa were), Japan actually started to take over (imperialize) other 
countries. 

E)  Japanese Imperialism 
1)  Now that Japan had factories, it needed natural resources/raw materials (like coal, tin, 

iron, and lead) to make products. 
2)  Since Japan had very few natural resources of its own, Japan took over Korea and part of 

China to gain these resources. 

 
TOPIC: WORLD WAR I

I. World War I (1914-1918) 

 
A)  World War I was a global military conflict that was fought mainly in Europe. 
B)  Causes of (reasons for) World War I- The war took place for several important reasons.   

                    Hint: MAINS – (militarism, alliances, imperialism, nationalism, spark) 

 
1)   Militarism- Countries in Europe (especially Germany and Britain) built up their armies 

and their supply of weapons in the late 1800s. 
2)  Alliances- Countries in Europe divided themselves into two military alliances (the Triple 

Alliance and Triple Entente) in order to prepare for war.  This alliance system increased 
tension in Europe. 
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3)  Imperialism- Countries in Europe competed with each other to take over lands in Africa, 
Asia, and the Balkans (Southeastern Europe).  This competition increased tension. 

 4)  Nationalism- Ethnic groups in the Balkans (Southeastern Europe) wanted to gain 
independence (self-government) from Austria-Hungary and they were willing to fight for it. 

                           5)  Spark - World War I started when Archduke Ferdinand (the heir to the throne of Austria-  
                                Hungary) was assassinated by Slavic nationalists in the Balkans in a city called Sarajevo.  
 

C)  Treaty of Versailles- This was the Treaty that ended World War I.   
      NOTE: The key thing to remember is that the treaty severely punished Germany in a number of  
       ways: 

1)   Germany was forced to accept blame (guilt) for causing World War I (article 231 – War  
       Guilt Clause) 
2)  Germany was forced to pay 30 billion dollars in war reparations (money for damages 

caused during the war). 
3)  Germany had to reduce (decrease) the size of its military. 
4)  Germany was forced to give up some of its lands. 
5)   The Treaty of Versailles was so harsh on Germany that it eventually helped bring 

Hitler (and the Nazis) to power and it helped cause World War II. 
 
 D)  Key effects (results) of World War I: 

1)   In order to provide the people of Eastern Europe with self-determination (the right of 
ethnic groups to create their own governments), Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman 
Empire were broken apart and much of the land was used to create new nations in 
Eastern Europe (such as Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia). 

2)  Armenian Massacre- During World War I, the Turks of the Ottoman Empire attempted 
to kill all of the Armenians that lived in their territory.   
NOTE: This event is an example of genocide- the attempted extermination of an entire 
ethnic group.  Genocide is considered to be the ultimate violation of human rights. 

3)  Women in Europe eventually gained suffrage (the right to vote) since they had helped out 
during World War I by working in factories. 

 

TOPIC: THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION (BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION)  

 

I. The Russian Revolution (also called the Bolshevik Revolution) of 1917 
A)  The Russian Revolution was an event where the people of Russia overthrew their Czar (king) and 

created a new government. 
B)  Causes of (reasons for) the Russian Revolution- Like all political (government) revolutions, the 

Russian Revolution took place because the people of Russia were unhappy with their 
government. People were unhappy for several reasons: 

1)   World War I- Russia suffered many casualties (injuries and death) in the war.  World War 
I also created food shortages at home (people were starving). 

2)  Czar Nicholas II- He was the ruler of Russia at the time.  People thought that he abused 
his power by denying (taking away) the rights of the people. 

C)  Bolsheviks 
1)   This was the radical (extreme) group that was leading the Russian Revolution. 
2)  The leader of the Bolsheviks was a man named Vladimir Lenin. 
3)  Lenin and the Bolsheviks gained the support of the Russian people by promising to 

provide them with “Peace, Land, and Bread.”  This slogan meant that they would take 
Russia out of WWI, give land to peasants, and feed everyone.  
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D)  Effects (results) of the Russian/Bolshevik Revolution: 
                          1)   Russia pulled out of World War I 

 2)   Czar Nicholas II was executed. 
 3)  Lenin and the Bolsheviks came to power in Russia. 
 4)  Russia became a Communist nation and was renamed the Union of the Soviet Socialist  
       Republics (USSR) also called the Soviet Union. 

 

TOPIC: NATIONALISM BETWEEN WORLD WARS  

 

I. Nationalism Between World Wars (1919-1939) 
A)  Turkey 

1)   After World War I, the Ottoman Empire was broken apart.  All that remained of Ottoman 
lands was the country of Turkey. 

2)  Kemal Ataturk- He was the first president of Turkey. He is considered a nationalist 
because he made many changes in order to strengthen Turkey: 

a)   Westernization- He imitated the customs and traditions of European countries 
(for example, people in Turkey were required to dress like Europeans). 

b)  Democracy- He helped establish democracy in Turkey by giving people a voice 
in government (even women were given the right to vote). 

c)   NOTE: Many Muslims resented Kemal Ataturk since he eliminated Islamic laws 
and created secular (non-religious) laws. 

 
B) Zionism 

1)   Zionism is the name for the nationalist movement of Jews. 
2)  Since Jews did not yet have their own country, the goal of Zionists after World War I was 

to create an official nation for Jews in the Holy Land (a region of the Middle East that 
includes the sacred city of Jerusalem). 

3)  NOTE: Jews and Palestinians (Arab Muslims) were fighting for the same territory.  
 

C) India 
1)   By the time World War I ended in 1919, India had been a colony of Great Britain 

(England) for almost 200 years. After World War I, India began to increase its demands 
for independence  (self-government). 

2)  Mohandas Gandhi 
a)   He is the famous nationalist leader of India who fought for independence from 

Britain using only non-violent methods (also called civil disobedience or passive 
resistance). 

b)  Salt March- Famous event where Gandhi protested British taxes on salt by 
leading a peaceful march to the sea to make his own salt. 

c)   Boycott- Gandhi encouraged the people of India to boycott (stop buying) British 
products (like clothing) that were sold in India. 
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TOPIC: WORLD WAR II 
 

I. Introduction to World War II (1939-1945) 
A)  World War II was the second major global conflict of the twentieth century. It was fought mainly 

in Europe and on the islands of the Pacific Ocean. 
 
II. Events leading up to World War II 

A)  Japanese Aggression 
1)   Japan took over Korea, Manchuria (northeastern China), and much of Southeast Asia in 

order to gain natural resources/raw materials (like coal and iron). 
2)  Rape of Nanking- Brutal event in which the Japanese raped and killed Chinese civilians 

(non-soldiers) in the city of Nanking. It was a major human rights violation. 
B)  Italian Aggression- Benito Mussolini of Italy invaded and took over Ethiopia (country in Africa). 
C)  German Aggression- Adolf Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles in a number of ways: 

1)   Hitler built up the German military and drafted soldiers into the army. 
2)  Hitler placed soldiers in the Rhineland (an area between Germany and France). 
3)  Hitler took over the neighboring country of Austria. 
4)  Hitler took over the neighboring country of Czechoslovakia. 

D)  NOTE: World War II took place mainly because very little was done early on to stop Hitler, 
Mussolini, or Japan. For example: 

1)   The League of Nations was an international organization created after World War I in 
order to prevent war. It failed to stop Hitler, Mussolini, or Japan from being aggressive. 

2)  Appeasement- This is a policy where an aggressive nation is given what they want by 
other nations in order to avoid war.  At the Munich Conference in Germany, Great Britain 
appeased Hitler by giving him control over Czechoslovakia. This led Hitler to demand 
even more land. 

E)  NOTE: World War II started when Hitler invaded Poland in 1939.  Three days later, Britain and 
France declared war on Germany. 

 
III. Key Events of World War II 

A)  Invasion of Poland- This event started WWII.  Poland was quickly defeated by Germany because 
Poland lacks natural boundaries (i.e.- it has very flat plains that were easy to conquer). 

B)  Pearl Harbor- Japan launched a surprise attack against the United States. This event brought us 
into World War II. 

C)  NOTE: The Regents wants you to know that Hitler failed to conquer Russia (the Soviet Union) at 
the Battle of Stalingrad because of the harsh climate (severe winter) and large size of the nation. 
The same was true of Napoleon Bonaparte 130 years earlier.  Geography has always been 
Russia’s best defense. 

D)  D-Day Invasion- This was the beginning of the final Allied push against Germany.  It resulted in 
the eventual defeat of Germany. 

E)  Atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki- This was the final event of World War II. The 
U.S. dropped two atomic bombs on Japan.  Japan surrendered soon after. 

F)  The Holocaust 
1)   This was the event during World War II in which Hitler and the Nazis tried to kill all 

Jews in Europe. 6 million Jews and 6 million non-Jews were killed during this event. 

2)   The Holocaust is an example of genocide- the attempt to exterminate (kill off) an entire       
      group of people. All genocides are considered human rights violations. 
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3) It was caused by the policies of the Third Reich such as the Nuremberg Laws, Kristallnacht, and
    the building of work and extermination camps throughout Nazi held territories.
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5)   Military alliances- Both the United States and Soviet Union formed their own military 
alliances in order to be prepared for a possible war:  
a)   NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)- This was a military alliance between the 

United States, Canada, and the democratic nations of Western Europe. The nations of 
this alliance agreed than an attack on one nation in the alliance was considered to be an 
attack on all of the nations of the alliance. 

b)  Warsaw Pact- This was a military alliance between the Soviet Union and the 
other Communist nations of Eastern Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6)  Hungarian Revolution of 1956- When Hungary (a communist satellite controlled by the 

Soviet Union) tried to break away from Soviet control, the Soviet Union sent in the army 
and repressed (ended) the rebellion. 

7)   Arms Race- The United States and Soviet Union competed to build up the largest supply 
of nuclear weapons. 

8)  Cuban Missile Crisis 
a)   Began when the United States discovered that the Soviet Union was building 

missile bases in Cuba (a new Communist nation) and pointing nuclear missiles at 
the United States. 

b)  The crisis ended when the Soviet Union agreed to remove the missiles. 
c)   This event is the closest the world has ever come to nuclear war between 

countries. 
9)  NOTE: During the Cold War, Korea and Vietnam (two nations in East Asia) were each 

divided into 2 separate countries.  One side of each country became communist and the 
other side became democratic.  The Korean War and the Vietnam War were the result of 
this situation.  Today, North Korea is still communist and South Korea is still democratic. 
After the Vietnam War, all of Vietnam became one united communist nation. 
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TOPIC: ECONOMIC ISSUES AFTER WORLD WAR II  

 

I. Economic Cooperation 
A)  After World War II, various regions of the world started to create organizations that were 

designed to increase trade and promote economic prosperity (wealth).  Two of these 
organizations include: 

1)   European Union (E.U.)- This is an organization that now includes 27 countries in Europe. 
They have decreased tariffs (taxes) and now use a single form of currency (money) called 
“The Euro.” 

2)  North American Free Trade Agreement (N.A.F.T.A.)- This is an organization that includes 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  By decreasing tariffs (taxes), this organization 
has increased trade between the 3 main countries of North America. 

3)  NOTE: These 2 organizations are examples of economic cooperation and 
interdependence (countries working together and relying on each other). 

 

II. Oil Politics 
A)  Oil (also called petroleum) is among the world’s most important natural resources. 
B)  NOTE: Most of the world’s oil is located in the  Middle East.  Oil is the main reason why the 

Middle East has developed wealth and influence. 
C)  Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

1)   This is an organization that was created by the main oil-producing countries of the world. 
2)  NOTE: Together, the member countries of OPEC determine the price of oil as well as 

production levels (i.e.- the amount of oil available to other countries). 
 

TOPIC: COMMUNISM IN CHINA  

 

I. Communism in China (1949-Present) 

 
A)  In 1949, after 22 years of civil war (war within China), China became the second country in the 

world (after the Soviet Union) to adopt communism. 
B)  Mao Zedong

1)   He was the first Communist dictator of China. 
2)  NOTE: He gained the support of peasants because he promised to provide them with 

their own land once the Communists were brought to power. 
3)  Great Leap Forward 

a)   This was the attempt by Mao to modernize (update) the industrial (factory) and 
agricultural (farm) production of China. 

b)  Peasants in China were forced to move onto large government farms. 
c)   NOTE: This program was very similar to the Five Year Plans and 

Collectivization that took place in the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin. 
d)  NOTE: Both Mao and Stalin had a command (or communist) economy in which 

the government owned businesses and farms and made all economic decisions. 
4)  Cultural Revolution- This was a period in China where Mao used violent young 

Communist soldiers (known as Red Guards) to eliminate all of the opposition (enemies) 
that he had within China. 

 
 
 
 

mrale
Rectangle

mrale
Rectangle

mrale
Typewriter
Replaced by USMCA (United States-Mexico-Canada) trade agreement in 2020.
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            This was the modernization, industrialization, and collectivization of  Communist China 
            to compete with the United States and the Western world economic powers in 
            industry (factories) and agricultural (farming).
            a)   This was the attempt by Mao to modernize (update) the industrial (factory) and 
                   agricultural (farm) production of China. 
            b)   Peasants in China were forced to move onto large government farms. 
            c)   NOTE: This program was very similar to the Five Year Plans and 
                  Collectivization that took place in the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin. 
            d)   NOTE: Both Mao and Stalin had a command (or communist) economy in which 
                  the government owned businesses and farms and made all economic decisions. 
4)   Cultural Revolution - This was a period in China where Mao used violent young 
Communist soldiers (known as Red Guards) to eliminate all of the opposition (enemies) 
that he had within China. The Red Guards purged all of the old ways of the society and 
forced people embrace the teachings of Mao and communism. 



C)  Deng Xiaoping 
1)   He was the ruler in China after Mao Zedong. 
2)  Deng changed the economy of China from a command/communist economy (in which 

the government owns businesses) to a market/capitalist/free enterprise economy (in which 
individuals own businesses).  This is the system that is largely used in China today. 
 

3)  Tiananmen Square Protests/Massacre (1989) 
a)   This was a series of protests where the Chinese peacefully demanded democratic 

reforms (changes)- They wanted more rights and a say in government. 
b)  Deng Xiaoping called in the army to repress (end) the protests.  Hundreds of 

Chinese protesters were killed or arrested. 
c)   This proved that China’s government was not willing to make democratic 

changes.  
 
D)  Current issues in China 

1)   China controls the Buddhist region of Tibet.  The people of Tibet want independence 
(self-government). 

2)  China denies its people human rights (such as freedom of speech and the right to vote). 
3)  In order to prevent overpopulation (China has 1.3 billion people), the government of 

China only allows each family to have one child. 
 

TOPIC: DECOLONIZATION 

 

I. Intro to Decolonization 
A)  Decolonization is the period after World War II in which the nations of Africa and Asia 

finally gained independence (self-government) from the European (Western) nations that 
controlled them. 

 
II. Decolonization in India (1948) 

A)  After World War II, India gained independence (self-government) from Great Britain (England). 
This was largely due to the efforts of Mohandas Gandhi. 

B)  In order to prevent conflict (war) between Hindus and Muslims, the region that was controlled 
by Great Britain was divided into two separate countries: 

1)   India- Nation created for the Hindus of the region. 
2)  Pakistan- Nation created for the Muslims of the region. 
3)  NOTE: Despite the creation of two separate nations, there is still ethnic tension between 

Hindus and Muslims in the region.  Kashmir is an area near India and Pakistan that both 
nations claim to control. The situation is dangerous since both India and Pakistan have 
nuclear weapons. 

C)  India after independence: 
1)   India established a democratic government. 
2)  India followed a policy of nonalignment (or neutrality) during the Cold War, which 

means that it did not take sides.  It remained neutral. 

3)  Caste System- Although India’s constitution prevents discrimination against the lowest 
social classes (or castes) in India, there continues to be discrimination in rural (farming) 
areas since tradition remains strong there.  Discrimination against untouchables (the 
lowest class/caste) is especially severe. 

 

 



 

III. Decolonization in Africa (1945-1980) 
A)  Between 1945 and 1980, the many nations of Africa finally gained independence 

(self- government) from the European (or Western) nations that controlled them. 
B)  Independence was achieved largely due to the efforts of nationalist leaders who led movements 

to gain self-government. Two leaders that fought to gain independence from Great Britain 
(England) include: 

1)   Jomo Kenyatta- Gained independence for Kenya. 
2)  Kwame Nkrumah- Gained independence for Ghana. 

C)  South Africa after independence: 
1)   After independence, white Europeans still controlled the government of South Africa. 

They established the racist system known as apartheid. 
2)  Apartheid was the system of racial segregation that was used in South Africa from 1948 

until 1990. Black South Africans were required to use separate bathrooms, attend 
separate schools, carry identification passbooks, and even go to separate beaches. 

3)  Nelson Mandela 
a)   Black South African nationalist leader who fought against Apartheid. 
b)  He was imprisoned for 27 years by the white South African government. 
c)   Nelson Mandela became the first black president of South Africa after apartheid 

officially came to an end in 1990. 
D)  Rwanda after independence: 

1)   During the 1990s, there was serious ethnic conflict between two groups in the African 
nation of Rwanda: the Hutus and the Tutsis. 

2)  1994- The Hutus slaughtered 800,000 Tutsis in only a few months.  This was an example 
of genocide (the attempt to exterminate a group of people) and it was a major human 
rights violation. 

 
IV. Decolonization in Southeast Asia (Cambodia and Vietnam) 

A)  Between 1953 and 1954, Cambodia and Vietnam both gained independence (self-government) 
from France. 

B)  Ho Chi Minh- Nationalist leader who led an 8-year war against France to gain independence for 
Vietnam. 

C)  Vietnam after independence: 
1)   Vietnam was divided into 2 countries: communist North Vietnam and democratic South 

Vietnam 
2)  After the Vietnam War, all of Vietnam was reunited to form one communist nation. 

Vietnam is still communist today. 
D)  Cambodia after independence 

1)   After independence, Cambodia was ruled by a Communist group called the Khmer Rouge. 
2)  Pol Pot 

a)   He was the leader of the Khmer Rouge and ruler of Cambodia from 1976-
1979. b)  He was a brutal dictator who denied his people of human rights. 
c)   Genocide- Pol Pot executed 2 million people within his nation (almost 20% of the 

population). 
 

V. Nationalist leaders of Decolonization 
A)  NOTE: The Regents really wants you to know that many of the individuals discussed above are 

nationalist leaders since they were loyal and devoted to their people and their nation.  These men 
include Mohandas Gandhi, Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, Nelson Mandela, and Ho Chi 
Minh. 
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A)  NOTE: The Regents really wants you to know that many of the individuals discussed above are 
nationalist leaders since they were loyal and devoted to their people and their nation.  These men 
include Mohandas Gandhi, Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, and Ho Chi 
Minh. 
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IV. Decolonization in Southeast Asia (Cambodia and Vietnam) 
               A)  Between 1953 and 1954, Cambodia and Vietnam both gained independence (self-government) 
                     from France. 
               B)  Ho Chi Minh- Nationalist leader who led an 8-year war against France to gain independence for 
                     Vietnam. 
               C)  Vietnam after independence: 
                     1)   Vietnam was divided into 2 countries: communist North Vietnam and democratic South 
                           Vietnam 
                     2)   After the Vietnam War, all of Vietnam was reunited to form one communist nation. 
                           Vietnam is still communist today. 
                D)  Cambodia after independence 
                     1)   After independence, Cambodia was ruled by a Communist group called the Khmer Rouge. 
                     2)   Pol Pot 
                           a)   He was the leader of the Khmer Rouge and ruler of Cambodia from 1976-1979. 
                           b)   He was a brutal dictator who denied his people of human rights. 
                           c)   Genocide- Pol Pot executed 2 million people within his nation (almost 20% of the 
                                 population).  
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III. Decolonization in Africa (1945-1980) 
             A)  Between 1945 and 1980, the many nations of Africa finally gained independence 
                    (self- government) from the European (or Western) nations that controlled them. 
             B)  Independence was achieved largely due to the efforts of nationalist leaders who led movements 
                   to gain self-government.  Two leaders that fought to gain independence from Great Britain 
                   (England) include: 
                                                  1)   Jomo Kenyatta - Gained independence for Kenya (1963)
                                                  2)   Kwame Nkrumah - Gained independence for Ghana (1957) 
              C)  South Africa after independence from Great Britain in (1961) 
                          1)   After independence, white Europeans still controlled the government of South Africa. 
                                They established the racist system known as apartheid. 
                          2)   Apartheid was the system of racial segregation that was used in South Africa from 1948 
                                until 1990.  Black South Africans were required to use separate bathrooms, attend 
                                separate schools, carry identification passbooks, and even go to separate beaches. 
                          3)   Nelson Mandela 
                                             a)   Black South African nationalist leader who fought against Apartheid. 
                                             b)   He was imprisoned for 27 years by the white South African government. 
                                             c)   Nelson Mandela became the first black president of South Africa after apartheid 
                                                   officially came to an end in 1990. 
                          4)  Desmond Tutu - South African Anglican bishop and theologian, known for his work as
                                                           an anti-apartheid and human rights activist.
                D)  Rwanda after independence from Belgium (1962)  
                          1)   During the 1990s, there was serious ethnic conflict between two groups in the African 
                                nation of Rwanda: the Hutus and the Tutsis. 
                          2)   1994 - The Hutus slaughtered 800,000 Tutsis in only a few months.  This was an example 
                                of genocide (the attempt to exterminate a group of people) and it was a major human 
                                rights violation. 



 

TOPIC: THE MIDDLE EAST AFTER WORLD WAR II 

 

I. Creation of Israel 
A)  After World War II, part of the Holy Land (sacred area of the Middle East that includes 

Jerusalem) was used to create the Jewish nation of Israel. 
B)  Palestinians (Arab Muslims that live in the Holy Land) claim that they should have control over 

the region since they have lived there for hundreds of years. 
C)  Between 1948 and 1973, 4 major wars were fought between Israel and the Arab nations of the 

Middle East. Israel won each war. 
D)  Palestinians are still fighting to gain control of the Holy Land and frequently use terrorism (i.e.- 

suicide bombings) to achieve their goals. 

 
II. Islamic Fundamentalism 

A)  Islamic Fundamentalism is the belief that governments should create societies that are based 
firmly on the rules of Islam.  Two countries that have established such societies in recent decades 
are Iran and Afghanistan. 

B)  Iranian Revolution (1979) 
1)   This event brought Ayatollah Khomeini (an Islamic religious leader) to power. 
2)  Iran is still a theocracy- A country that is ruled by religious leaders. 

C)  Taliban 
1)   The Taliban is an Islamic group that ruled Afghanistan from 1996-2001. 
2)  It created laws that were strictly based on Sharia (Islamic law). 
 

D)  NOTE: In countries that are based on Islamic Fundamentalism, women have very few rights. 
They cannot vote and are required to dress very conservatively (modestly) in public. 

 
TOPIC: THE COLLAPSE OF COMMUNISM 

 

I. The Collapse of Communism in the Soviet Union (1991) 
A)  Between 1989 and 1991, the Cold War ended and Communism disappeared from Europe. 
B)  Mikhail Gorbachev 

1)   He was the Soviet leader who helped bring an end to Communism in the Soviet Union. 
2)  Perestroika 

a)   This was a program in which Gorbachev changed the economy of the Soviet Union 
from a communist/command economy (where the government owns and operates 
businesses) to a market/capitalist/free enterprise economy (where individuals own 
and operate businesses. 

3)  Glasnost 
a)   This was a program in which Gorbachev allowed freedom of speech within the 

Soviet Union. 
b)  It was a major step towards democracy in the Soviet Union. 

C)  Boris Yeltsin 
1)   He was the first democratically elected president in the history of Russia 
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             the laws are based upon Sharia (Islamic law) and vary between countries and during various times.
             Some groups who sometimes struggle or are oppressed in these countries are women, religious minorities, and LGBTQ+.
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II. The Collapse of Communism in Germany (1989) 
A)  Throughout the Cold War, Germany had been divided into two nations: West Germany (a 

democratic country) and East Germany (a communist country controlled by the Soviet Union). 
B)  1989- The Berlin Wall (the symbol of the Cold War) was finally torn down.  This symbolized 

the end of the Cold War and the end of Communism. 
C)  1990- West Germany and East Germany were reunited to form one democratic country. 

 
 

TOPIC: HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

I. Human Rights Violations 

A)  Human rights are the basic rights that all human beings are supposed to have.  Basic human 
rights include freedom of speech, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to live. 

B)  Genocide- Genocide is an attempt to exterminate (kill off) a group of people.  It is the ultimate 
violation of human rights. Examples include: 

1)   Armenian Massacre- The Turks of the Ottoman Empire murdered about one million 
Armenians during World War I. 

2)  Ukrainian Famine- Joseph Stalin (dictator of the Soviet Union) took away food from the 
people of the Ukraine, which resulted in the death of millions of people. 

3)  Holocaust- Hitler and the Nazis murdered 6 million Jews during World War II. 
4)  Rwanda- The Hutus killed almost one million Tutsis in 1994. 
5)   Cambodia- Pol Pot was the ruler of Cambodia who killed 2 million people within his 

nation. 
6)  Yugoslavia- Slobodan Milosevic was the Serbian ruler of Yugoslavia who 

violently attacked non-Serbs (especially Albanians) living in his lands. 

 

TOPIC: ECONOMIC SYSTEMS 

 
I. Economic Systems 

A)  An economic system is the way that a society produces, distributes, and uses goods and services. 
There are three main types of economic systems that the Regents might ask you about. 

B)  Traditional Economy 
1)   A traditional economy is based on barter (trade without using money) and subsistence 

agriculture (farming in which the crops are used only to feed the farmer and his family). 
2)   People have the same occupation (job) as their parents (usually related to farming). 
3)   Economic decisions are often influenced by tradition and religious beliefs. 

C)  Market Economy 
1)   Individuals (NOT the government) own businesses and make economic decisions. 
2)   Individuals (NOT the government) determine the price of goods based on supply and 

demand. 
3)   NOTE: The terms capitalism, laissez-faire, and free enterprise have the same meaning 

as market economy. 
4)   NOTE: Most of the world today (including the United States) uses a market economy. 

D)  Command Economy 
1)   The government (NOT individuals) own businesses and make economic decisions. 
2)   The government (NOT individuals) determines the price of goods. 
3)   NOTE: Communist countries like the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin and China 

under Mao Zedong used a command economy. 
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TOPIC: RECENT ISSUES AND CONCERNS 
 

I. Ethnic Conflicts 
A)  Currently, there are many areas of the world where there is tension between ethnic groups. 

Some examples include the following: 
1)   Palestinians are fighting the Jews for more control over the Holy Land in the Middle 

East. 
2)  Tibet is a Buddhist region that wants independence (self-government) from China. 
3)  Catholics and Protestants have fought for control of Northern Ireland. 
4)  Muslims in Pakistan and Hindus in India both claim control over the region called 

Kashmir. 
5)   Serbs, Croatians, and Muslims have battled for control over the Balkans (southeastern 

Europe). 
6)  The Kurds are a group of people who are scattered throughout areas of Turkey, Iraq, 

and Iran.  They want to create their own nation called Kurdistan. 
7)   Chechnya is a Muslim region that has used terrorism to gain independence (self- 

government) from Russia. 

 

II. Environmental Problems 

 
A)  Ozone Layer 

1)   Small layer of gases in the atmosphere that absorbs the sun’s ultraviolet rays and 
protects us from skin cancer. 

2)  Currently being destroyed by chemicals due to pollution. 
3)  Demonstrates a need for stricter pollution laws throughout the world. 

B)  Acid Rain 
1)   Rain that contains chemicals due to pollution. 
2)  Demonstrates a need for stricter pollution laws throughout the world. 

C)  Deforestation 
1)   Elimination of rainforests in Brazil (Amazon Basin), Costa Rica, and the Congo (in 

Central Africa). 
2)  Are we destroying possible cures for cancer and 

AIDS? D)  Desertification 
1)   Change from arable (fertile) land to desert.  Causes include deforestation and 

overgrazing. 
2)  Especially a concern in the Sahel (region south of the Sahara Desert in Africa). 

E)  Chernobyl 
1)   Nuclear disaster in Ukraine (a republic of the Soviet Union) in 1986. 
2)  Thousands exposed to radiation which causes cancer.  

F)  Greenhouse Effect 
1) Trapping of warm air in the atmosphere (leads to global warming). 
2) Caused by chemicals (like carbon dioxide) in the atmosphere. 
3) Could lead to flooding of coastal areas. 

G)  Solutions 
1)   Kyoto Protocol (1997)- International agreement calling for a decrease in carbon dioxide 

and other greenhouse gasses from the 1990 levels. 
2)  NOTE: All of the problems listed above demonstrate that international cooperation is 

needed to improve the earth’s environment. 
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8)   Syrian Civil War has forces loyal to the current leader (Assad), and ISIS (Islamic State in
      Itaq and Syria (Islamic Fundamentalists), and anti-government forces.
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H)  Climate Change - theory that the Earth is either cooling or warming, and as a result will cause 
      environmental damage and concerns such as; flooding, melting glaciers, expanding deserts, etc.  
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II. Environmental Problems 
     A)  Ozone Layer 
            1)   Small layer of gases in the atmosphere that absorbs the sun’s ultraviolet rays and 
                  protects us from skin cancer. 
             2)   Currently being destroyed by chemicals due to pollution. 
             3)   Demonstrates a need for stricter pollution laws throughout the world. 
      B)  Acid Rain 
             1)   Rain that contains chemicals that damages infrastructure, poisons ground water & food supply. 
             2)   Demonstrates a need for stricter pollution laws throughout the world. 
      C)  Deforestation 
             1)   Clear-cutting of trees & vegitation to make the land usable for farming, industry, infrastructure, or housing.
             2)   Elimination of rainforests in Brazil (Amazon Basin), Costa Rica (South America), and the 
                   Congo (in Central Africa). 
             3)   Possible destruction of cures for many diseases such as cancer and HIV/AIDS found in animals and plants.
      D)  Desertification 
             1)   Change from arable (fertile) land to desert.  Causes include deforestation and 
                    overgrazing. 
             2)   Especially a concern in the Sahel (region south of the Sahara Desert in Africa). 
       E)  Chernobyl 
             1)   Nuclear disaster in Ukraine (a republic of the Soviet Union) in 1986. 
             2)   Thousands exposed to radiation which causes cancer.  
        F)   Greenhouse Effect 
             1) Trapping of warm air in the atmosphere (leads to global warming). 
             2) Caused by chemicals (like carbon dioxide) in the atmosphere. 
             3) Could lead to flooding of coastal areas. 
        G)    Climate Change 
             1) Theory that the Earth is either cooling or warming, and as a result will cause environmental damage and 
                 concerns such as; flooding, melting glaciers, expanding deserts, etc.  
              2)  Kyoto Protocol (1997) - A solution by an International agreement calling for a decrease in carbon dioxide 
                                                           and other greenhouse gasses from the 1990 levels. 
                 NOTE: All of the problems listed above demonstrate that international cooperation is needed to improve 
                              the earth’s environment. 




III. Science and Technology 

 
A)  Green Revolution 

1)   The term Green Revolution refers to the use of technology to increase the food supply 
(began in the 1960s). 

2)  Methods included improved irrigation, machinery, fertilizer, pesticides, and better seeds 
and livestock. 

3)  The Green Revolution has helped increase food production and decrease hunger in areas 
of Asia, Latin America, and Africa.  NOTE: The Green Revolution has been especially 
successful in India. 

 
B)  Nuclear Proliferation 

1)   Nuclear proliferation refers to the spread of nuclear technology to countries that do not 
currently posses them. 

2)  Although nuclear technology can be used to develop energy (i.e.- electricity), the same 
technology can also be used to create nuclear weapons. 

3)  North Korea (a communist nation) recently developed nuclear weapons and Iran may be 
in the process of developing nuclear weapons. 

4)   Iran – (a theocracy – religious government) has been developing nuclear technology for 
energy even though their oil reserves (what they can produce) is ranked 4th in the world. 
Iran has made enriched uranium enough for a nuclear bomb, but to this date, has not 
tested a nuclear weapon or announced they now have nuclear weapons. A nuclear 
weapon Iran would start an nuclear arms race in the middle east, one of the most volatile 
(unpredictable) and unstable regions in the world today.  

5)   Israel – it is rumored that Israel has atomic (nuclear) weapons but they have neither 
tested or announced that they have them. 
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People in History (1750 – Present) 

The 
Enlightenment 
(Age of thinking 
about Political, 
Social, Economic 
Issues) 

 Montesquieu  - Separation of powers in a government  (3 Branches) 
 Hobbes – Absolute Monarchy is the best form of government 
 Locke – Consent of the governed (people), (life, liberty, property), natural rights 
 Rousseau - Social Contract between people & the ruler 
 Smith – Father of capitalism (laissez-faire – Hands off) trade  by government 
 Karl Marx – founder of communism  also called Marxism, wrote  

“The Communist Manifesto”, anti-capitalism (against) , promoted workers (proletariat) 
Absolutism  
(divine right) 
& Political 
Revolutions 
(major political 
change)  
& Nationalism 
(A country’s Pride  
& Devotion) 
& World War 
(World War I and 
World War II) 
& Cold War 
(USA vs USSR) 
& Post World  
War II 
Decolonization 
& Modern 
Independence 
Movements 

 Louis XVI – Absolute monarch during the French Revolution (loses his head)   
 Robespierre – Radical during the French Revolution, kills king, and he also loses his head.  
 Napoleon Bonaparte – French general who becomes dictator of France during the last 

phase of the French Revolution. He attempts to conquer Europe but was stopped in Belgium 
(Waterloo) by a coalition of countries including Great Britain and Russia. Exiled to St. 
Helena. 

 Kenyatta – Independence fighter and ruler of Kenya (against imperialism) 
 Lenin – Father of Soviet Union (USSR) – Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (starts 

communism in Russia  renamed USSR. 
 Bismarck – Germany as a unified country (unification) 
 Garibaldi (sword) / Cavour (brain) /Mazzini (heart) – Italy (1861) as a unified country  
 Toussaint L'Ouverture  (Haiti) – Independence movement 
 Simon Bolivar  (Latin America) – Independence movement 
 San Martin - (Latin America) – Independence movement  
 Georges Clemenceau – leader (Prime Minister) of France during World War I 
 Kemal Ataturk – Independence movement (Turkey)  
 Stalin – Communist dictator of USSR (Soviet Union), 5 year plan, Ukrainian Famine 
 Mussolini – Father of fascism in Italy, led Italy into WWII with Germany & Japan 
 Hitler – Fascist leader of NAZI Germany, committed genocide (Holocaust), WWII defeat 
 Nikita Khrushchev - 
 Gorbachev – Communist ruler of the Soviet Union, opened up country to others (glasnost), 

and policy of restructuring the government (perestroika). End of Soviet Union  Russia 
 Jomo Kenyatta – Led Kenya independence movement 
 Aung San Suu Kyi - Burma/Myanmar Independence freedom fighter leader 
 Nelson Mandela –Anti-Apartheid freedom fighter & Former South African  President 
 Mao Zedong – Father of Communism  in China,  Cultural Revolution, Great Leap Forward 
 Pol Pot – Former Communist leader of Cambodia, committed genocide.  
 Lech Walesa – Freedom Fighter in Poland and former Polish President. Freed Poland from 

control by the Soviet Union (USSR) 
 Ho Chi Minh – Vietnam communist leader, unified Vietnam under communism 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Various Groups of People in Global History from 1750-Present 

 Roman Catholic Church – held most of the political, 
economic, religious, social, intellectual power in 
Europe up until the Age of the Enlightenment in 
which secularism and science challenged church 
ideas. 

 Peninsulares- people born in Spain and Portugal) 
who treated the people of Latin America poorly.   

 Creoles - Europeans born in Latin America 
 Mestizos - mixed Europeans/Native Americans 
 Bolsheviks – extreme communist group led by Lenin 

to create a communist government in Russia and 
change the name of the country to the USSR (Soviet 
Union). 

 Triple Entente – the alliance before and during 
World War I of Great Britain, France, and Russia 
against the Triple Alliance 

 Allied Powers – the alliance during World War I of 
Great Britain, France, Russia, and the United States. 

 Triple Alliance – the alliance before World War I of 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire 
against the Triple Entente. 

 Central Powers – the alliance of Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire during 
World War I. 

 Axis Powers – the alliance of Nazi Germany, Italy, 
and Japan before & during World War II.  

 Allies – the Alliance of Great Britain, France, Russia, 
and the United States during World War II. 

 Serbs, Croatians, and Muslims - have battled for 
control over the Balkans (southeastern Europe). This 
would culminate in a civil war in the former 
Yugoslavia breaking it up into several countries along 
ethnic, religious, and nationalistic lines in the 1990s 
(Serbia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia, 
Slovenia, Macedonia) 

 Pakistani Muslims & Indian Hindus – split the area 
known as India into Muslim and Pakistan after 
Independence from the British Empire after WWII. 
They still have disputed areas and one known as 
Kashmir in which both claim.  

 Catholic & Protestants in Northern Ireland– fight 
for control of Northern Ireland which is part of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain. The Catholics want the 
area returned to the independent state of Ireland. 

 

 European Jews – attacked and killed in the 
Holocaust by Nazi Germany. Over 6 Million 
killed in concentration camps, ghettos, labor 
camps, and executed. 

 Homosexuals – attacked and killed in the 
Holocaust by Nazi Germany. Sent to 
concentration camps ghettos, labor camps, 
and executed. Estimated 5,000 – 15,000 
killed. 

 Gypsies (Romani & Sinti) – attacked and 
killed in the Holocaust by Nazi Germany. 
Sent to concentration camps ghettos, labor 
camps, and executed. Estimated 90,000 – 
220,000 killed. 

 Jehovah Witness - attacked and killed in the 
Holocaust by Nazi Germany. Sent to 
concentration camps ghettos, labor camps, 
and executed. Estimated 2,500 –5,000 killed. 

 Tutsis – ethnic group in Rwanda who were 
killed during the Hutus Rwandan Genocide. 
It was based on ethnic and body type, shape, 
facial characteristics. Estimated 1 million 
killed. 

 Hutus – ethnic group in Rwanda who 
perpetrated the Rwandan Genocide against 
the Tutsis. 

 Khmer Rouge – communists in Cambodia 
led by Pol Pot who killed an estimated 1-3 
million people.  

 Palestinians – ethnic/religious group who are 
fighting for an independent state and return of 
land to make the state of Israel in the Holy 
Land/Levant.  

 Israelis – ethnic/religious group fighting for 
their state which was created in 1948 after 
WWII. 

 Kurds -  are a group of people who are 
scattered throughout areas of Turkey, Iraq,  
and Iran.  They want to create their own 
nation called Kurdistan. 

 




