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Grade 10 Unit 2 Text Set 
The Long 19th Century and the Concept of Modernity

The Encyclopedia
by Denis Diderot

Denis Diderot (1713–1784) was a French philosopher and artist who played a significant role  
in the European Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason. He is well-known as the  
co-founder and chief editor of the Encyclopedie, which he published in 1751 along with Jean Le 
Rond D’Alembert (1717–1783), a prominent French mathematician, physicist, and philosopher. 
This is the cover of the first known encyclopedia published between 1751 and 1766. The English 
version of the French title is Encyclopedia or Dictionary of Arts, Sciences and General Education 
(Encyclopedia Britannica).

Citation: Denis Diderot and Jean le Rond D’Alembert, Encyclopedie (France: Andre le Breton, Michel-Antoine David, 
Laurent Durand, and Antoine-Claude Briasson, 1751–1766).
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