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Egyptian Religion

                Worshiping Many Deities

Religion guided every aspect of Egyptian life. Egyptian religion was based
on polytheism, or the worship of many deities, except during the
controversial rule of Akhenaton. Gods and goddesses were often represented
as part human and part animal -the sky god, had the head of a hawk. The
Egyptians in each region worshiped local deities, but rulers and priests
promoted the worship of specific gods and goddesses over all of Egypt.
These deities included Ra, the sun god, whom the Theban pharaohs joined
with their favorite god Amon to make one god, Amon-Ra.

The popular god Osiris, initially the powerful god of the Nile, became the
god responsible for the life, death, and rebirth of all living things. The
Egyptians worshiped Osiris and his wife, the goddess Isis, as rulers of the
realm of the dead. They believed that Osiris determined a person's fate after
death.

Because their religion stressed an afterlife, Egyptians devoted, much time
and wealth to preparing for survival in the next world. At first they believed
that only kings and wealthy people could enjoy an afterlife. By the time of
the New Kingdom, however, poor people could  also hope for eternal life
with Osiris's help.

1. Define the term: polytheism. ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2. Who is Ra? _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3. Who is Amon Ra? ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. Who is Osiris? ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. Who is Isis? ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

6. Why was religion so important to the ancient Egyptians? ______________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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