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Name: ________________________________________ Global History I

DID HAMMURABI’S CODE PROVIDE JUSTICE FOR ANCIENT BABYLON?

Directions : Read the following documents and answer the questions that follow.

Document #1

“As king of Babylon in 1790 BC Hammurabi had artisans carve 300 laws into a stone pillar
located in the center of town. Never before had history seen such a vast collection of laws such

as Hammurabi’s Code.”

1. According to document #1, why was Hammurabi’s Code an important historical
development?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Document #2

“During the course of an armed robbery, Babboo stabs and blinds his victim, a fellow citizen of
Babylon. Under Hammurabi’s Code, Babboo punishment was having his own left eye removed

with a sharpened knife.”

2. According to document #2, why was Babboo’s eye cut out?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Document #3

“If a house collapses because of poor construction techniques by the builder and the homeowner
is killed, the builder shall himself be put to death.”

3. According to document #3, why was the builder put to death?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
4. Do you think justice was served? Why?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Document #4

“The purpose of punishment can only be to prevent the criminal from inflicting new injuries on
its citizens and to stop others from similar acts…Punishment should inflict the least torment on

the body of the criminal.”        - Cesare Beccaria 1764 AD

5. According to document #4, what is the reason for punishing criminals?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

6. Does this philosophy differ from Hammurabi’s Code?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________






