
Major Causes of World War II 

Cause Reason Why? 
Treaty of Versailles  

 
 
 
 
 

Economic Depression  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anti-Communism  
 
 
 
 
 

Nationalism  
 
 
 
 
 

Rise of Fascism  
in Italy (Mussolini) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rise of Fascism  
in Germany (Hitler) 
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Militarism  
 
 
 
 
 

Appeasement  
 
 
 
 
 

Japanese 
Expansionism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 What is the meaning of this political cartoon? 

 

FOR DEFENCE ONLY. 
Germany: “I never did like the use  

       of the old word” 


