The National State, Nationalism,
and Imperialism: 1850-1914

Between 1850 and 1914 Europe was characterized politi-
cally by the development of the national state, the spread
of nationalism, and the rise of the “new imperialism." The
development of the national state took place after 1848
Governments, responding to economic and social pres-
sures, increased their involvement in the economic and so-
cial life of their countries. This was apparent both in liberal
England and in more conservative France under Louis
Napoleon. There were similar trends during the national
unification movements in Italy and particularly in Germany,
where the state fook on a wide range of new functions.
Nationalism had deep roots, notably in the experience
of and reactions to the French Revolution and the

Napoleonic invasions. Nationalism also played a centra
role in the revolutions of 1848. During the second half of
the nineteenth century, nationalism continued to grow and
to be capitalized upon by national governments. The most
striking manifestations of nationalism came in the success
ful unification movements in Italy and Germany.

The nse of the new impenalism occurred in the latter
decades of the nineteenth century. The European powers
engaged in a sudden quest for control over new territories in
Asia and Africa. Explorers, missionarnies, traders, troops, and
government officials quickly followed one another into these
lands and established direct political control. In this process
the West greatly increased its dominance over much of the
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rest of the world, bringing Western culture and institutions to
the indigenous societies whether they wanted it or not.

The sources in this chapter explore each of these three
developments. Some of the documents concentrate on
the growth of the national state, particularly in Germany,
where the authoritarian government expanded in an effort
to adapt to the social and economic pressures of the
times. Some of the questions addressed are: How did the
government in Germany react to demands for social legis-
lation? What was the role of conservative forces in the Ger-
man unification process, and how did other powers deal
with Prussia's drive to unify Germany? Other documents
concern nationalism, particularly its meaning, its appeal,
and its connections to liberalism and conservatism. What
role did nationalism play in the unification movements in

Germany and Italy? How was nationalism tied to the new
imperialism of the period? Finally, most of the selections
deal with imperialism, for not only was imperialism of far-
reaching significance for much of the world, it has been a
topic of considerable debate among historians. What were
the nationalistic and economic motives for imperialism?
What were some of the attitudes toward imperialism, par-
ticularly as reflected in materials glorifying it as a Christian
and humanitarian movement? What roles did women play
in colonial societies?

Throughout these selections there is evidence for an in-
creasing competitiveness among European states and po-
litical strains within those states. As will be seen in Chapter
26, these contributed to the outbreak of World War | and
the revolutions that accompanied it.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Speeches on Pragmatism and
State Socialism
Otto von Bismarck

The revolutions of 1848 were ultimately a blow to idealistic
reform. Thereafter, governments pursued more limited goals.
They tended to resort to more authoritarian measures, to
avoid doctrinaire policies, and even to adopt certain programs
of opposing groups in the hopes of weakening determined
opposition to the government. Outo wvon Bismarck
(1815-1898) did this in Germany. Born into a noble Pruss-
ian family, Bismarck rose to the position of chief minister un-
der the king in 1862. The first selection below is from an
1862peech to the Reichstag, in which he argues that the ide-
alism of 1848 must be replaced by a conservative realism.

Bismarck remained in power until 1890. During this time
he and his conservative supporters faced opposition from
some liberals and from a growing number of socialists repre-
senting the working class. In the 1880s Bismarck supported
some of the workers' demands for social insurance and
pushed through such legislation as the German Workers” In-
surance Laws. The remaining excerpts below Bismarck’s
speeches indicate the rationale behind these policies.

ConsIDER: What Bismarck means when he says the great
questions of the day will be decided by iron and blood; how

Bismarck justifies his support of “socialist” policies; why Bis-

Sources: Louis L. Snyder, ed., Documents of German History (New
Brunswick, N..J.: Rutgers University Press, 1958), p. 202; William H.
Dawson, Bismarck and State Socialism (London: Swan Sonnenschein
and Co., 1890), pp. 29, 34-35, 6364, 118-119.

marck would support such policies; what conservatives have
to gain and who stands to lose by enactment of these policies.

IRON AND BLOOD

... It is true that we can hardly escape hlications in
Germany, although we do not seck them. Germany does
not look to Prussia’s liberalism, but to her power. The
south German States—Bavaria, Wiirttemberg, and
Baden—would like to indulge in liberalism, and because
of that no one will assign Prussia’s role to them! Prussia
must collect her forces and hold them in reserve for an
opportune moment, which has already come and gone
several times. Since the Treaty of Vienna, our frontiers
have not been favorably designed for a healthy body
politic. Not by speeches and majorities will the great
questions of the day be decided—that was the mistake of
1848 and 1849—but by iron and blood.

STATE SOCIALISM

Herr Richter has called attention to the responsibility of
the State for what it does. But it is my opinion that the
State can also be responsible for what it does not do. | do
not think that doctrines like those of ‘Laissez-faire, lais-
sez-aller,” ‘Pure Manchesterdom in politics,” ‘He who is
not strong enough to stand must be knocked down and
trodden to the ground,’ ‘To him that hath shall be given,
and from him that hath not shall be taken away even
that which he hath,'—that doctrines like these should be
applied in the State, and especially in a monarchically,
paternally governed State. On the other hand, I believe
that those who profess horror at the intervention of the
State for the protection of the weak lay themselves open
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to the suspicion that they are desirous of using their
strength—be it that of capital, that of rhetoric, or what-
ever it be—for the benefit of a section, for the oppression
of the rest, for the introduction of party domination, and
that they will be chagrined as soon as this design is dis-
turbed by any action of the Government.

Give the working-man the right to work as long as he is
healthy: assure him care when he is sick; assure him
maintenance when he is old. If you do that, and do not
fear the sacrifice, or cry out at State Socialism directly
the words ‘provision for old age’ are uttered,—if the
State will show a little more Christian solicitude for
the working-man, then | believe that the gentlemen of
the Wyden (Social-Democratic) programme will sound
their bird-call in vain, and thart the thronging to them
will cease as soon as working-men see that the Govern-
ment and legislative bodies are earnestly concerned for
their welfare.

Yes, I acknowledge unconditionally a right to work,
and [ will stand up for it as long as I am in this place. But
here I do not stand upon the ground of Socialism, which
is said to have only begun with the Bismarck Ministry,
but on that of the Prussian common law.

Many measures which we have adopted to the great
blessing of the country are Socialistic, and the Stare will
have to g_gummmelf_m_&tle more Socialism yet. We
must meet our needs in the domain of Socialism By re-
formatory measures if we would display the wisdom
shown in Prussia by the Stein-Hardenberg legislation re-
specting the emancipation of the peasantry. That was
Socialism, to take land from one person and give it to
another—a much stronger form of Socialism than a mo-
nopoly. But | am glad that this Socialism was adopted,
for we have as a consequence secured a free and very
well-to-do peasantry, and [ hope that we shall in time do
something of the sort for the labouring classes. Whether
I, however, shall live to see it—with the general opposi-
tion which is, as a matter of principle, offered to me on
all sides, and which is wearying me—I cannot say. But
you will be compelled to put a few drops of social oil into
the recipe which you give to the State—how much 1 do
not know. . . . The establishment of the freedom of the
peasantry was Socialistic; Socialistic, too, is every expro-
priation in favour of railways; Socialistic to the utmost
extent is the aggregation of estates—the law exists in
many provinces—taking from one and giving to an-
other, simply because this other can cultivate the land
more conveniently; Socialistic is expropriation under
the Water Legislation, on account of irrigation, etc.,
where a man’s land is taken away from him because an-

other can farm it better; Socialistic is our entire poor re-
lief, compulsory school attendance, compulsory con-
struction of roads, so that I am bound to maintain a road
upon my lands for travellers. That s all Socialistic, and |
could extend the register further; but if you believe that
you can frighten any one or call up specters with the
word ‘Socialism,” you take a standpoint which | aban-
doned long ago, and the abandonment of which is ab-
solutely necessary for our entire imperial legislation.

The whole matter centres in the question, Is it the duty
of the State, or is it not, to provide for its helpless citi-
zens! | maintain that it is its duty, that it is the duty nor
only of the ‘Christian State,’ as | ventured once to call it
when speaking of ‘practical Christianity,” but of every
State. It would be foolish for a corporation to undertake
matters which the individual can attend to alone; and
similarly the purposes which the parish can fulfill with
justice and with advantage are left to the parish. Bur
there are purposes which only the State as a whole can
fulfill. To these belong national defence, the general sys-
tem of communications, and, indeed, everything spoken
of in article 4 of the constitution. To these, too, belong
the help of the necessitous and the removal of those just
complaints which provide Social Democracy with really
effective material for agitation. This is a duty of the
State, a duty which the State cannot permanently disre-
gard. . .. As soon as the Srate takes this matter [of insur-
ance] in hand—and | believe it is its duty to take it in
hand—ir must seck the cheapest form of insurance, and,
not aiming at profit for itself, must keep primarily in
view the benefit of the poor and needy. Orherwise we
might leave the fulfillment of certain Stare duties—such

“as poor relief, in the widest sense of the words, is

amongst others—like education and narional defence
with more right to share companies, only asking our-
selves, Who will do it most cheaply? who will do it most
effectively? If provision for the necessitous in a greater
degree than is possible with the present poor relief legis-
lation is a State duty, the State must take the matter in
hand; it cannot rest content with the thought thar a
share company will undertake it.

If an establishment employing twenty thousand or
more workpeaple were to be ruined . . . we could not al-
low these men to hunger. We should have to resort to
real State Socialism and find work for them, and this is
what we do in every case of distress. If the objection
were right that we should shun State Socialism as we
would an infectious disease, how do we come to organise
works in one province and another in case of distress—
works which we should not undertake if the labourers
had employment and wages? In such cases we build rail-
ways whose profitableness is questionable; we carry out
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improvements which otherwise would be left to private
initiative. If that is Communism, I have no objection
at all to ir; though with such catchwords we really get
no further.

The Duties of Man

Nationalism, a growing force since the French Revolution,
tended to be associated with libeval and humanitarian ideals
during the first half of the nineteenth century. After 1848 it
became more pragmatic and conservative, as illustrated by
the unification of Germany and Italy. Yet it was still based on
some of the earlier ideals. These ideals are illustrated in both
the life and wnritings of the Ttalian patriot Giuseppe Mazzini
(1805-1872). Mazzini was a revolutionary for most of Rty
life and strove continuously for an independe “
ltalian Republic. His revolutionary efforts in the 1830s and
1840s failed; unification was ultimately accomplished under
the more pragmatic leadership of Cavour in the 1860s. But
his ideas vepresented a strong strain of mid-nineteenth-
century nationalism both in ltaly and in other countries. The
following is an excerpt from Mazzini’s most famous essay,
The Duties of Man, addressed to Italian workimgmen.

Constoer: The bases for Mazzini's nationalism; why these
ideas might be appealing to the Italian working class; why
Bismarck might approve of these ideas and whether there is
anything he mught reject.

Your first duties—first as regards importance—are, as |
have already told you, towards Humanity. You are men
before you are either citizens or fathers. If you do not
embrace the whole human family in your affection, if
you do not bear witness to your belief in the Unity of
that family, consequent upon the Unity of God, and in
that fraternity among the peoples which is destined to
reduce that unity ro acrion; if, wheresoever a fellow-
creature suffers, or the dignity of human nature is vio-
lated by falsehood or tyranny—you are not ready, if able,
to aid the unhappy, and do nort feel called upon to com-
bat, if able, for the redemption of the betrayed or op-
pressed—vyou violate your law of life, you comprehend
not that Religion which will be the guide and blessing of
the future.

But what can each of you, singly, do for the moral im-
provement and progress of Humanity? You can from
time to time give sterile urterance to your belief; you
may, on some rare occasions, perform some act of charity
towards a brother man not belonging to your own

Source: Emilie Ashurst Venturi, Joseph Mazzini: A Mémoir (London:
Alexander & Shepheard, 1875), pp. 312-315.

land;—no more. But charity is not the watchword of the
Faith of the Future. The watchword of the faith of the
future is Association, and fraternal co-operation of all to-
wards a common aim; and this is as far superior to all
charity, as the edifice which all of you should unire to
raise would be superior to the humble hur each one of
you might build alone, or with the mere assistance of
lending and borrowing stone, mortar, and tools.

But, you tell me, you cannot attempt united action,
distinct and divided as you are in language, customs, ten-
dencies, and capacity. The individual is too insignifi-
cant, and Humanity too vast. The mariner of Brittany
prays to God as he puts to sea: Help me, my God! my boat
is so small and thy ocean so wide! And this prayer is the
true expression of the condition of each one of you, un-
til you find the means of infinitely multiplying your
forces and powers of action.

This means was provided for you by God when he
gave you a country; when, even as a wise overseer of
labour distributes the various branches of employment
according to the different capacities of the workmen, he
divided Humanity into distinct groups or nuclei upon
the face of the earth, thus creating the germ of Nation-
alities. Evil governments have disfigured the divine de-
sign. Nevertheless you may still trace it, distinctly
marked out—at least as far as Europe is concerned—by
the course of the great rivers, the direction of the higher
mountains, and other geographical conditions. They
have disfigured it by their conquests, their greed, and
their jealousy even of the righteous power of others; dis-
figured it so far that if we except England and France—
there is not perhaps a single country whose present
boundaries correspond to thar design.

These governments did not, and do not, recognise
any country save their own families or dynasty, the ego-
tism of caste. But the Divine design will infallibly be re-
alized. Natural divisions, and the spontaneous, innate
tendencies of the peoples, will take the place of the arbi-
trary divisions sanctioned by evil governments. The map
of Europe will be redrawn. The countries of the Peoples,
defined by the vote of free men, will arise upon the ruins
of the countries of kings and privileged castes, and be-
tween these countries harmony and fraternity will exist.
And the common work of Humanity, of general amelio-
ration and the gradual discovery and application of its
Law of life, being distributed according to local and gen-
eral capacities, will be wrought out in peaceful and pro-
gressive development and advance. Then may each one
of you, fortified by the power and the affection of many
millions, all speaking the same language, gifted with the
same tendencies, and educared by the same historical
tradition, hope, even by your own single effort, to be
able to benefit all Humanity.
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O my brothers, love your Country! Our country is our
Home, the house that God has given us, placing therein
a numerous family that loves us, and whom we love; a
family with whom we sympathise more readily, and
whom we understand more quickly than we do others;
and which, from its being centred round a given spor,
and from the homogeneous nature of its elements, is
adapted to a special branch of activity. Our country is
our common workshop, whence the products of our ac-
tivity are sent forth for the benefit of the whole world;
wherein the tools and implements of labour we can most
usefully employ are gathered together: nor may we reject
them without disobeying the plan of the Almighty, and
diminishing our own strength.

Militant Nationalism
Heinrich von Treitschke

The idea of nationalism and nationalistic movements gamed
great power throughout the 19th century. While favored by a
variety of liberal and conservative thinkers and groups during
the first half of the century, nationalism became more mili-
tant, extreme, and racist in the second half of the century,
particularly in central Europe. One of the most influential
proponents of this militant nationalism in Germany was
Heinrich von Treitschke (1834—1896), a historian at the
University of Berlin. In the following selections from his
works, Treitschke puts forth his views on national chavacter,
the state, war, and Jews.

Consiper: What might be appealing about these views;
possible reasoms for Treitschke’s views of the English and
Jews; what policies might logically flow from these ideas.

ON THE GERMAN CHARACTER

Depth of thought, idealism, cosmopolitan views; a tran-
scendent philosophy which boldly oversteps (or freely
looks over) the separating barriers of finite existence; fa-
miliarity with every human thought and feeling, the de-
sire to traverse the worldwide realm of ideas in common
with the foremost intellects of all nations and all times.
All that has ar all times been held to be characreristic of
the Germans and has always been praised as the essence
of German character and breeding. . . .

ON THE STATE

The state is a moral community, which is called upon to

seducate the human race by positive achievement. Its ul-

timate object is that a nation should develop in it, a na-
pon s

Source: Louis L. Snyder, ed., Documents of German History (New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1958), pp. 259-62.

tion distinguished by a real national character. To
achieve this state is the highest moral duty for narion
and individual alike. All private quarrels must be forgot-
ten when the state is in danger.

At the moment when the state cries our thar its very
life is at stake, social selfishness must cease and party ha-
tred be hushed. The individual must forget his egoism,
and feel that he is a member of the whole body.

The most important possession of a state, its be-all
and end-all, is power. He who is nor man enough to look
this truth in the face should not meddle in politics. The
state is not physical power as an end in itself, it is power
to protect and promote the higher interests. Power must
justify itself by being applied for the greatest good of
mankind. It is the highest moral duty of the state ro in-
crease its power.

The true greatness of the state is thar it Jinks the past.

with the present and future; consequently, the individual

Thas ™o TIENT YO fegard the state as a means for attaining

his own ambitions in life. Every extension of the activi-
ties of the state is beneficial and wise if it arouses, pro-
motes, and purifies the independence of free and
reasoning men; it is evil when it kills and stunts the in-
dependence of free men. It is men who make history. . . .

Only the truly great and powerful states oughr to exist.
Small states are unable to protect their subjects against
external enemies; moreover, they are incapable of Kultar
in great dimensions. Weimar produced a Goethe and a
Schiller; still these poets would have been greater had
they been citizens of a German national srate. . . .

ON WAR

The idea of perpetual peace is an illusion supported only
by those of weak character. It has always been the weary,
spiritless, and exhausted ages which have played with
the dream of perpetual peace. A thousand touching por-
traits testify to the sacred power of the love which a
righteous war awakes in noble nations. It is altogether
impossible that peace be maintained in a world bristling

with arms, and even God will see to it that war always
recurs as a drastic medicine for the human race. Among
Jrecurs as a

great states the greatest political sin and the most con-
temprible is feebleness. It is the political sin against the
Holy Ghost.

War is elevating because the individual disappears be-
fore the great conception of the state. The devotion of
the members of a communirty to each other is nowhere
so splendidly conspicuous as in war.

odern wars are not waged for the sake of goods and

chattels. What is at stake is the sublime moral good of

national honor, which has something in the nature of

unconditional sanctity, and compels the individual to

sacrifice himself for it.



116 CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

ON THE ENGLISH

The hypocritical Englishman, with the Bible in one
hand and a pipe of opium in the other, possesses no re-

deeming qualities. The nation was an ancient robber-
E@Tmn lance in hand, on every one of the
world’s trade routes.

The English possess a commercial spitit, a love of
money which has killed every sentiment of honor and
every distinction of right and wrong. English cowardice
and sensuality are hidden behind uncruous, theological
fine talk which is to us free-thinking German heretics
among all the sins of English nature the most repugnant.
In England all notions of honor and class prejudices
vanish before the power of money, whereas the German
nobility has remained poor but chivalrous. That last
indispensable bulwark against the brutalization of
society—the duel—has gone out of fashion in England
and soon disappeared, to be supplanted by the riding
whip. This was a triumph of vulgarity. The newspapers,
in their accounts of aristocratic weddings, record in ex-
act detail how much each wedding guest has contributed
in the form of presents or in cash; even the youth of the
nation have turned their sports into a business, and con-
tend for valuable prizes, whereas the German students
wrought havoc on their countenances for the sake of a
real or imaginary honor.

ON JEWS

~

The Jews at one aved a necessary zole
history, because of their ability in the management of
‘money. But now that the Aryans have become accus-
tomed to the idiosyncrasies of finance, the Jews are no
longer necessary. The international Jew, hidden in the
mask of different nationalities, is a disintegrating influ-
ence; he can be of no further use to the world. It is nec-
essary to speak openly about the Jews, undisturbed by
the fact thar the Jewish press befouls whar is purely his-
torical truth.

Does Germany Need Colonies?
Friedrich Fabn

Imperialism swept through Ewrope with extraordinary force in
the late 19th century. Probably the most apparent motive for
the new imperialism was economic. With each conquest, peo-
ple expected to develop new commerce and particularly new
markets for manufactured goods. But there was another, per-

Source:Louis L. Snyder, The Imperialism Reader (New York: D. Van
Nostrand, 1962), pp. 18-20 as excerpted.

haps even more important motive: nationalism. The step be-
tween the increasingly assertive nationalism of the time and
the new imperialism was a short one. Both of these views are
veflected by Friedrich Fabri in his 1879 pamphlet, “Does Ger-
many Need Colonies?” A former inspector of a German mis-
sionary association in South West Africa, Fabri emphasizes
Germany's “cultural mission” in becoming an imperial power.

ConsiDER: What arguments Fabri mounts to justify Ger-
many's acquisition of colonies; what Fabri means by Ger-
many'’s “cultural mission” and how that relates to imperialism.

Should not the German nation, so seaworthy, so indus-
trially and commercially minded, more than other peo-
ples geared to agricultural colonization, and possessing a
rich and available supply of labor, all these to a greater
extent than other modern culture-peoples, should not
this nation successfully hew a new path on the road of
imperialism? We are convinced beyond doubt that the
colonial question has become a matter of life-or-death
for the development of Germany. Colonies will have a
salutary effect on our economic situation as well as on
our entire national progress.

Here is a solution for many of the problems that face
us. In this new Reich of ours there is so much bitterness,
so much unfruitful, sour, and poisoned political wran-
gling, that the opening of a new, promising road of na-
tional effort will act as a kind of liberating influence.
Our national spirit will be renewed, a gratifying thing, a
great asset. A people that has been led to a high level of
power can maintain its historical position only as long
as it understands and proves itself to be the bearer of a
culture-mission. At the same time, this is the only way to
stability and to the growth of national welfare, the nec-
essary foundation for a lasting expansion of power.

At one time Germany contributed only intellectual
and literary activity to the tasks of our century. That era
is now over. As a people we have become politically
minded and powerful. But if political power becomes the
primal goal of a nation, it will lead to harshness, even to
barbarism. We must be ready to serve for the ideal, moral,
and economic culture-tasks of our time. The French
national-economist, Leroy Beaulieu, closed his work on
colonization with these words: “That nation is the great-
est in the world which colonizes most; if she does not
achieve that rank today, she will make it tomorrow.”

No one can deny that in this direction England has
by far surpassed all other countries. Much has heen said,
even in Germany, during the last few decades about the
“disintegrating power of England.” Indeed, there seems
to be something to it when we consider the Palmerston
era and Gladstonian politics. It has been customary in
our age of military power to evaluate the strength of a
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state in terms of its combat-ready troops. But anyone
whao looks at the globe and notes the steadily increasing
colonial possessions of Great Britain, how she extracts
strength from them, the skill with which she governs
them, how the Anglo-Saxon strain occupies a dominant
position in the overseas territories, he will begin to see
the military argument as the reasoning of a philistine.

The fact is that England tenaciously holds on to its
world-wide possessions with scarcely one-fourth the
manpower of our continental military state. That is not
only a great economic advantage but also a striking proof
of the solid power and cultural fiber of England. . . .

It would be wise for us Germans to learn about colo-
nial skills from our Anglo-Saxon cousins and to begin a
friendly competition with them. When the German
Reich centuries ago stood at the pinnacle of the states of
Europe, it was the Number One trade and sea power. If
the New Germany wants to protect its newly won posi-
tion of power for a long time, it must heed its Kultur-
mission and, above all, delay no longer in the task of
renewing the call for colonies.

The White Man's Burden
Rudyard Kipling

Imperialism was often glorified both by those actively involved
in it and by the public at home. Part of this glorification in-
volved perceiving imperialism as a Christian and nationalistic
venture. More broadly it imvolved portraying imperialism as a
heroic deed carried out by idealistic leaders of Western civi-
lization in an effort to spread the “benefits” of “true civiliza-
tion” to “less advanced” peoples of the world. One of the
most popular expressions of this is found in the writings of
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), particularly in his poem
“The White Man's Burden," written in 1899 to celebrate the
American annexation of the Philippines.

Consiper: What Kipling means by “the White Man's bur-
den”: how Kipling justifies imperialism; why such a justifica-
tion might be so appealing.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Send forth the best ye breed—
Go, bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait, in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child.

Sounce: Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man's Burden,” McClure’s
Magazine, vol. XII, no. 4 (February 1899), pp. 290-291.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred rimes made plain,
To seek another's profit
And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
The savage wars of peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine,
And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
(The end for others sought)

Watch sloth and heathen folly
Bring all your hope to nought.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
No iron rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper—
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go, make them with your living
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden,
And reap his old reward—
The blame of those ye better
The hate of those ye guard—
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:—
“Why brought ye us from bondage,
Qur loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man's burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness.
By all ye will or whisper,
By all ve leave or do,
The silent sullen peoples
Shall weigh your God and you.

Take up the White Man’s burden!
Have done with childish days—
The lightly-proffered laurel,
The easy ungrudged praise:

Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years,
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers.

117
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Controlling Africa: The Standard Treaty
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Europeans used many means to gain control over African
lands, the most obvious being force. However, more subtle
means included “treaties,” or what the Europeans could con-
sider “legal contracts.” During the scramble for Africa,
African chieftains signed hundreds of these documents. The
following document is an example of one of these “standard
treaties” issued in the 1880s by the British firm, the Royal
Niger Company. The company had already been granted a
trade monopoly over the area around the Niger River in West
Africa by the British government and was competing with the
French for control over that area. The treaties would eventu-
ally form the basis for creating the British colony of Nigeria.

Consiner: Whart the treaties offered to each side; what the
Africans were giving up; why the British found this way of
gaining control so appealing.

We, the undersigned Chiefs of , with the view to
the bettering of the condition of our country and people,
do this day cede to the Royal Niger Company, for ever,
the whole of our territory extending from

We also give to the said Royal Niger Company full
power to settle all native disputes arising from any cause
whatever, and we pledge ourselves not to enter into any
war with other tribes without the sanction of the said
Royal Niger Company.

Source: Edwart Hertslet, ed., The Map of Africa by Treaty, 2nd edition
(London: Her Majesty's Stationary Office, 1896), vol. |, pp. 467—468.

VISUAL SOURCES
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The following 1900 painting by George Harcourt (photo
24-1) conveys some of the meaning of imperialism to Euro-
peans. First displaved at the Royal Academy in 1900, it
shows British soldiers leaving by train for the Boer War in
South Africa. The soldiers are clearly cast in the role of mas-
culine heroes, both in their oun eyes and in the eves of civil-
ians, young and old. This is further evidenced by the couple

We understand that the said Royal Niger Company
have full power to mine, farm, and build in any portion
of our country.

We bind ourselves not to have any intercourse with
any strangers or foreigners except through the said Royal
Niger Company.

In consideration of the foregoing, the said Royal
Niger Company (Chartered and Limited) bind them-
selves not to interfere with any of the native laws or cus-
toms of the country, consistently with the maintenance
of order and good government.

The said Royal Niger Company agree to pay native
owners of land a reasonable amount for any portion they
may require.

The said Royal Niger Company bind themselves to
protect the said Chiefs from the attacks of any neighbor-
ing aggressive tribes.

The said Royal Niger Company also agree to pay the
said Chiefs ______ measures native value.

We, the undersigned witnesses, do hereby solemnly
declare that the Chiefs whose names are placed
opposite their respective crosses have in our presence af-
fixed their crosses of their own free will and consent,
and that the said has in our presence affixed his

signature.
Done in triplicate at —____, this _____ day of
, 188
Declaration by interpreter I, , of , do hereby

solemnly declare that I am well acquainted with the lan-
guage of the country, and rhat on the day of

, 188 , I truly and faithfully explained the
above Agreement to all the Chiefs present, and that
they understood its meaning.

in the center, representing the epitome of sentimentalized
British masculinity and femininity. For many, imperialism
enabled Europeans to have a sense of adventure and to prove
their superiority to themselves and the rest of the world.
Avoided in this picture is the reality of the bloodshed and ex-
ploitation to be experienced by these same soldiers and the

populations of the colonized lands.

ConsipeR: How this painting fits with Kipling's description
of “the White Man's burden.”
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PHOTO 24-2
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American Imoerialism
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dependence Day 189¢
The Spanish-American War of 1898 led to the Spanish de-
feat and withdrawal from Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philip-
pines. It also occasioned an impassioned debate in the United
States about whether America should follow in Europe’s foot-
steps and acquire colories. The “liberation” of the Philippines

led to a 10-year war against Philippine insurgents who fought
for independence from both Spain and the United States.
American imperialists were interested in the Philippines in
large part because it gave them access to trade and invest-
ments in other Asian countries, especially the fabled China

B T

General Research Division, The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations

market that would be able to buy untold quantities of Amer-
ican goods. In this cartoon (photo 24-2) we see Uncle Sam
about to bayonet a Filipino youth who is orving to defend him-
self with a sword, suggesting the massive difference in power
between the U.S. Army and the Philippine insurgents. In
back of Uncle Sam, then President McKinley waves the flag,
suggesting the patriotism and jingoism that was seen to be be-
hind American imperialism.

CONSIDER: How Americans were able to rationalize their
support for colonialism with their long opposition to European
imperialism.
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MAP 24-1 DIVISIONS AMONG INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
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Imperialism in Africa
Map 241 shows the approximate divisions among indig-
enous peoples in the centuries prior to European coloniza-
tion. Map 242 highlights political and cultural divisions in
nineteenth-century Africa prior to 1880. Map 24-3 shows
the colonial partition of Africa between 1880 and 1914.
Together these maps indicate a number of things about im-
perialism in Africa. First, the manner and speed with which
Africa was divided demonstrate the intense competition in-
volved in this late-nineteenth-century imperial expansion.
Second. the European partition of Africa did not take ac-
count of the already established social, political, cultural, and

ethnic divisions among Africans. From this geopolitical per-
spective alone, one can imagine some of the disruption to na-
tive societies and cultures caused by imperialism. Third, these
maps help explain problems experienced by Africans after de-
colonization occurred. The new African nations were gener-
ally formed on the basis of the arbitrary political lines
established by European colonizers. Thus many African
countries had to deal with persisting divisions and rivalries
among their populations, stemming from the nineteenth-
century partition of Africa.

ConsiDER: How these maps help explain the effects of im-
perialism on Africans.
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MAP 24-2  POLITICAL AND CULTURAL DIVISIONS
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MAP 24-3 EUROPEAN CONTROL OF AFRICA

A Sterner Plan for Italian Unity: Nationalism,
Liberalism, and Conservatism
Raymond Grew

During the first half of the nineteenth century, nationalism
was most often connected to liberalism. After the revolutions
of 1848 there were increasing ties between nationalism and
conservatism, particularly in the movements for national uni-
fication. In the following selection Raymond Grew, an advo-
cate of comparative history from the University of Michigan,
analyzes the relationships among nationalism, liberalism, and
conservatism in a comparative context.

Sounce: Raymond Grew, A Stemer Plan for ltalian Unity. Reprinted by
permission of Princeton University Press (Princeton, N.J., 1963),
pp. 465-466. Copyright © 1963 by Princeton University Press.

Consiper: How nationalism could appeal to both liberals
and conservatives; why, during the second half of the nine-
teenth century, liberal ideals were often sacrificed in the name
of nationalism.

Insofar as politics was the public battle of ideas and in-
terests, then nationalism was a denial of politics. For in
stressing the values of unity, loyalty, and duty, national-
ism saw political dispute as a source of weakness. It de-
nied that there was conflict in the true interests of
classes, groups or regions. The effect of nationalism was
therefore inherently conservative in that it provided rea-
son for supporting anyone thought to wield the power of
the state effectively in behalf of national unity and
strength, Disraeli or Gladstone, Napoleon 111 or Bis-
marck. Since order and unity, the cry of the political
conservative, are essential to a strong state, and since, to
the nationalist, most worthy ends required that strength,
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the nationalist was always tempted under pressure to
move toward the political right, to sacrifice liberty to
unity, discussion to authority, ends to means.

Yet the origins of nationalism were usually liberal and
reformist; for everywhere it was a demand for change,
the doctrine of the modernizers who, while they had too
much to lose to want a social revolution, were self-con-
sciously aware that theirs was an “underdeveloped”
country. Nationalism could make its denial of politics ef-
fective because its ends were so clear, so easily defined in
the model of the modern state. For the French that
model had been England; for the Italians it was England
and France. Italian nationalists were usually liberals, but
their liberalism was primarily an admiration for the
achievements of the liberal state. Because their model
already existed, they looked directly to it, anxious to
achieve an efficient bureaucracy, a responsible govern-
ment, a progressive economic structure, all based on ac-
cepted and universally applied laws. Nationalism was a
program to obtain these things quickly, not to evolve to-
ward them but, if necessary, to superimpose them. The
hurry to achieve these goals where nationalism itself was
seriously opposed made a doctrinaire concern for means
appear pedantic and unrealistic. Italian nationalists
needed nothing so brutal as cynicism to justify “post-
ponement” of controversy or the choice of practical
means, though often this meant whittling away at the
practices necessary to viable liberalism.

German Unification

=] N
M Klarkh

As in the case of ltaly, nationalism in Germany during the
first half of the nineteenth century was closely connected to
liberalism. This was particularly so in the early stages of the
revolutions of 1848. But with the failure of liberal national-
ists to gain the concrete changes they strove for, steps toward
unification over the next two decades followed a path blazed
by Bismarck and the conservatives, who used three wars to
help achieve unity in 1871. In the following selection, David
Blackbowmne analyzes the international environment that al-
lowed the drive for German unification to succeed.

Consiper: Why the great powers allowed Prussia to unify
Germany without intervening; why Russia and Great Britain
were “distracted”; what the other powers might have done to
counter Prussia.

Germany was unified as a result of three wars that cre-
ated a new power in the centre of Europe. Why did the

Source: David Blackbourn, The Long Nineteenth Century: A History of
Germany, 1780-1918 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998),
pp. 247-248.

other great powers allow this to come about? An impor-
tant part of the answer is obviously the success of Pruss-
ian arms when put to the test. It cannot be emphasized
too much that unification was, in the last resort,
achievéd on the battlefield. But other elements
smoothed the Prussian path to success. Russia had suf-
fered military humiliation in the Crimean war, and was
absorbed during the 1860s in a bout of internal reforms.
Early Russian industrialization also depended on Russo-
German trade, and placed a premium on good relations
with the emerging German power. . . . Britain had press-
ing colonial problems; it was primarily suspicious of
French ambitions on the Continent, and viewed the
emerging Germany as a power that neither threatened
fundamental British interests nor possessed a significant
navy. Add to this the general British approval of na-
tional self-determination (as in Italy), the high regard
for German culture, and Gladstone’s concern with do-
mestic issues, and it is clear why British sympathizers
comfortably outnumbered those suspicious of Prussian
‘militarism’. If we turn to the two powers directly de-
feated by Prussia on the road to unification, it is their
weakness rather than their benevolent neutrality that
requires emphasis. Austria was desperately isolated in
this period. Vienna had failed to repair the alliance with
Russia, broken by the Crimean war; and the great irony
of the Austrian position, as well as the central weakness,
was the fact that its principal ally, Prussia, was also its
archrival in German affairs. Compounding these prob-
lems were the perpetual difficulties created by the sub-
ject nationalities of the far-flung Habsburg monarchy,
Hungarians, Italians and Slavs. This was an important
part of the background to 1866; then, during the Franco-
Prussian war, the restlessness of the Czechs and Poles
pushed Vienna into a more pro-‘German’ stance. Last,
but not least, France under Napoleon 111 was the loose
cannon in European affairs, an adventurist power that
excited universal suspicion and found none to mourn its

fate in 1870.

The Age of Empire
Eric J. Hobsbawn
Imperialism has been interpreted from a number of perspectives

since the early twentieth century. The way that scholars view
imperialism often reveals much about their oun political and
ideologicat views. Some of the EW%M}‘ as
those by J. H. Hobson and V. 1. Lenin, were ic. They
criticized imperialism as an outgrowth of capitalism, Hobson

C—

Source: From The Age of Empire by Eric Hobsbawn. Copyright © 1987
by E. J. Hobsbawn. Reprinted by permission of Pantheon Books, a
division of Random House, Inc.
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from the perspective of a liberal socialist, Lenin as a Marxist
theorist and political leader. Economic mterpretations of im-
perialism, often in newer versions, remain popular. This is il-

lustrated in the following selection by the B'I':f;:_hlls’ﬁ}ﬁﬁﬁ,
obshaun, who Nas written extensivel mmeteenth-

Consiper: Why Hobsbaun considers economic results ir-
relevant to economic motives for imperialism; why Hobs-
bawn calls imperialism a nawral by-product of the
interational economy; why political actions are secondary to
the economic motives for imperialism.

A more convincing mmw%/mmleﬁan-
sion was the ﬁlﬁiﬂ&_ﬁ&]ﬁe fact that this was of-
ten disappofnted is irrelevant. The belief that the
‘overproduction’ of the Great Depression could be solved
by a vast export drive was widespread. Businessmen, al-
ways inclined to fill the blank spaces on the map of world
trade with vast numbers of potential customers, would
naturally look for such unexploited areas: China was one
which haunted the imagination of salesmen—what if
every one of those 300 millions bought only one box of
tin-tacks’—and Africa, the unknown continent, was an-
other. The Chambers of Commerce of British cities in
the depressed early 1880s were outraged by the thought
that diplomatic negotiations might exclude their traders
from access to the Congo basin, which was believed to
offer untold sales prospects, all the more so as it was being
developed as a paying proposition by that crowned busi-
nessman, King Leopold 11 of the Belgians. . . .

Bur the crux of the global economic situarion was
that a_number of developed economies simultaneously

: same If they were suffi-
ciently strong their ideal was ‘the open door’ on the mar-

kets of the underdeveloped world; but if nor stzong |

tionism of whatever kind is economy operating with the
aid of politics. . . . Once rival powers began to carve up
the map of Africa or Oceania, each naturally tried to
safeguard against an excessive portion (or a particularly
attractive morsel) going to the others. Once the status of
a great power thus became associated with raising its flag
over some palm-fringed beach (or, more likely, over
stretches of dry scrub), the acquisition o ies irself
became a status symbol, irrespective of their value.

-

Imperialism as a Nationalistic Phenomenon
Carlton J. H. Haye

N

Although the economic interpretation of imperialism has not
lost its strength, other views have been offered recently as
supplements and sometimes as direct alternatives to an eco-
nomic interpretation. A direct alternative appears in the fol-
lowing selection by Carlton J. H. Hayes. One of the earliest
historians to develop a sophisticated understanding of nation-
alism, Hayes argues that economic motives were at best
secondary; on the whole, imperialism was a nationalistic
phenomenon.

ConsipER: The evidence Hayes uses to reject economic in-
terpretations of nationalism; how Hobsbawn might reply to
this interpretation; the ways in which this view fits with the
documents on nationalism in this chapter.

The founding of new colonial empires and the forti-
fying of old ones antedated the establishment of neo-
mercantilism, and that the economic arguments
adduced in support of imperialism seem to have been a
rationalization ex post facto. In the main, it was not Lib-
eral parties, with their super abundance of industrials
and bankers, who sponsored the outward imperialistic
thrusts of the ‘70’ and eatly ‘80’s. Instead, it was Con-

enough, they hoped to carve out for themselvesgerrito-  servative parties, with a preponderantly agricultural

ries which, by virtue of ownership, would give national _clientele notoriously suspicious of moneylenders and big

_business a monopoly position or at least a substantial ad-

yantage. Partition of the unoccupied parts of the Third
World was the logical consequence. In a sense, this was
an extension of the protectionism which gained ground
almost everywhere after 1879. . . . To this extent the
‘new imperialism’ was the natural by-product of an in-
ternational economy hased on the rivalry of several com-
peting industrial economies, intensified by the economic
pressures of the 1880s. It does not follow that any partic-
ular colony was expected to turn into Eldorado by itself,
though this is what actually happened in South Africa,
which became the world’s greatest gold-producer.
_Colonies might simply provide suitable bases.cejumping:
off paints for regional business penetratign. . . -
At this point the economic motive for acquiring some
colonial territory becomes difficult to disentangle from
the political action required for the purpose, for protec-

business, and, above all, it was patriotic professors and
publicists regardless of political affiliation and unmindful
of personal economic interest. These put forth the eco-
nomic arguments which eventually drew bankers and
traders and industrialists into the imperialist camp.
Basically the new imperialism was a nationalistic
phenomenon. It followed hard upon the national wars
which created an all-powerful Germany and a united
Italy, which carried Russia within sight of Constantino-
ple, and which left England fearful and France eclipsed.
[t expressed a resulting psychological reaction, an ardent

Sounce: Excerpted from A Generation of Materialism, 18711900,

pp. 223224, by Carlton J. H. Hayes. Copyright 1941 by Harper & Row
Publishers, Inc. Copyright renewed 1969 by Mary Evelyn Hayes.
Reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Publishers, Inc.



126 | CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

desire to maintain or recover national prestige. France
sought compensation for European loss in oversea gain.
England would offset her European isolation by enlarg-
ing and glorifying the British Empire. Russia, halted in
the Balkans, would turn anew to Asia, and before long
Germany and Iraly would show the world that the pres-
tige they had won by might inside Europe they were en-
titled to enhance by imperial exploits outside. The lesser
powers, with no great prestige at stake, managed to get
on without any new imperialism, though Portugal and
Holland displayed a revived pride in the empires they al-
ready possessed and the latrer's was administered with re-
newed vigor. . ..

Most simply, the sequence of imperialism after 1870
appears to have been, first, pleas for colonies on the
ground of national prestige; second, getting them; third,
disarming critics by economic argument; and fourth, car-
rying this into effect and relating the results to the neo-
mercantilism of tariff protection and social legislation
at home.

The Tools of Empiie
Daniel R. Headrick

Recently some historians have focused on exactly how the
spread of imperial rule took place during the second half of the
[9th century. They argue that the tools of colonial conquest
constituted an important explanation for that burst of colonial
expanston occurring when it did. In the following selection
from his influential book, The Tools of Empire: Technol-
ogy and European Imperialism in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury, Daniel R. Headrick focuses on the ways key iny
and mnovations enabled Euro, .
_with such relative ease-

Consiper: How, according to Headrick, technology helps
explain the events of imperial expansion; whether Headrick’s
argument undermines an economic or nationalistic interpre-
tation of imperialism or adds to those interpretations.

Imperialism_ in the mid-century was predominantly a
matter of Brissh_tenracles reaching out from India
toward Burma, China, Malaya, Afghanistan, Meso-
potamia, and the Red Sea. Territorially, at least, a much
more impressive demonstration of the new imperialism
was the scramble for Africa in the last decades of the
century. Historians generally agree that from a profit-
making point of view, the scramble was a dubious under-
taking. Here also, technology helps explain events.

Source: Daniel R. Headrick, The Tools of Empire: Technology and
European Imperialism in the Nineteenth Century (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1981), pp. 205-206.

Inventions are most easily described one by one, each
in its own technological and socioeconomic setting. Yer
the inner logic of innovations must not blind us to the
patterns of chronological coincidence. Though advances

occurred in every period, ‘many of the innovations rhat

roved usefyl to the imperialists of the scramble first had

an impact in the two decades from 1860 ro 1880 These
were the years in which quinine prophylaxis made
Africa safer for Europeans; quick-firing breechloaders re-
placed muzzleloaders among the forces stationed on the
imperial frontiers; and the compound engine, the Suez
Canal, and the submarine cable made steamships com-
petitive with sailing ships, not only on government-
subsidized mail routes, but for ordinary freight on distant

seas as well. Europeans w urertonquer rreselands
in 1880 had far more power over nature and over the _
people they entountered than their predecessors twenty
me accomplish their tasks with
far greater safety and comfort. . . .

- What the breechloader, the machine gun, the steam-
boat and steamship, and quinine and other innovations
did was to lower the cost, in both financial and human
terms, of penetrating, conquering, and exploiting new
territories. So cost-effective did they make imperialism
that not only national governments but lesser groups as
well could now play a part in it. The Bombay Presidency
opened the Red Sea Route; the Royal Niger Company
conquered the Caliphate of Sokoto; even individuals
like Macgregor Laird, William Mackinnon, Henry Stan-
ley, and Cecil Rhodes could precipitate events and stake
out claims to vast territories which later became parts of
empires. It is because the flow of new technologies i

i ury made imperialism so che: it
réached the threshold of acceprance among the peoples
and governments of Europe, and led nations to hecomme—
empires. s this not as important a factor in the scramble
for Africa as the political, diplomatic, and business mo-
tives that historians have stressed?

Gender and Empire
Margaret Strobel
While most of the Europeans who served as soldiers, officials,

and administrators in overseas colonies were men, women
also traveled to the colonies, lived there, and participated in
these overseas societies. Their position as unequals to men in
their oun societies but superior t colonized men and women

Source: Margaret Strobel, “Gender, Race, and Empire in Nineteenth-
and Twentieth-Century Africa and Asia,” in Renate Bridenthal, et al,
eds., Becoming Visible: Women in European History, 3rd edition (New
York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998), pp. 390, 410.
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added complexity to their roles and to controversies over im-

perial practices. In the following selection, Margaret Strobel

analyzes the situation facing these women and how they re-

lated to colonized peoples in Africa and Asia.

ConsIDER: The ways European women benefited from im-
perialism; how these women may have viewed imperialism
diffevently than men.

Europeanwomen had a complex, varied, and often conz
tradictory relationship to the African g i '

Tinereenth and twe uries. As members of the
“inferior sex” within the “superior race” (to use contem-
porary formulations), women were afforded options by
imperialism that male dominance in the colonies then
limited. By the twentieth century, some European

women were attacking aspects of the racial, political,
and economic inequalities of the colonial relationship.

But the yast majoritysf them suppossed-and contribured

to the_iﬂp_gia.l_name. These women benefi

the economic a of indigenous
peoples and shared many of the accompanying attitudes
of racism, paternalism, ethnocentrism, and national
chauvinism. For most of them, life in the coloniesprae
vided opportynities not found in Europe, where their
options were limited by their social class, a “shortage”
of marriageable men, difficulty in finding adequate em-
ployment, or the lack of “heathen souls” to be converted.
At the same time, women continuously experienced,
sometimes challenged, and sometimes reproduced the
economic, political, and ideological subordination of
women. As wives of colonial officials, they subordinated
their lives to a male-centered administrative environ-
ment. As educators of indigenous women, they repro-

duced the European notions of bourgeois or Victorian
domesticity and female dependence. Even missionary
women, whose commitment to career and calling was in
some ways a challenge to those very notions, accepted
the patriarchal ideology and bureaucracy of the Church
and promoted conventional European gender roles to
African and Asian women. . . .

In one sense, European women’s marginal status
within a male-dominated colonial society and structure
provided an opportunity. People outside the dominant

culture have a different perspective that derives from
their different experience and position within the social
structure. Perhaps European women's marginal position
within the dominant colonial society enabled them to
see aspects of imperialism differently. European women
frequently saw the needs of indigenous women where
male administrators were blind to them. Some chose to
use their skills, enhanced power, and status as members
o the colonizing society on behalf of indigenous people.
In so doing. they contri if not always i onally,
to the dismantling of the empire.

Chapter Questions

1. What historical links are there between
nationalism, the national state, and imperialism
during the nineteenth century? How might all
three be connected to industrialization?

2. How would you explain the rise of imperialism in
the late nineteenth century!

3. In what ways have some of our perceptions of
imperialism changed since the late nineteenth
century!






