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The Palace at Versailles

Louis XIV's palace at Versailles was proof of his absolute power.
Only a ruler with total control over his country’s economy could
afford such a lavish palace. It cost an estimated $2.5 billion in 2003
dollars. Louis XIV was also able to force 36,000 laborers and 6,000
horses to work on the project.

It took so much water to run all
the fountains at once that it was
done only for special events. On
other days, when the king

walked in the garden, servants c > : e be B
would turn on fountains just The gardens at Versailles remain beautiful

s the most

Many people consider the Hall of Mirror:

beautiful room in the palace. Along one wall are

17 tall mirrors. The opposite wall has 17 windows before he reached them. today. Originally, Versailles was built with:
that open onto the gardens. The hall has gilded The fountains were turned off * 5,000 acres of gardens, lawns, and woods
statues, crystal chandeliers, and a painted ceiling. after he walked away. * 1,400 fountains
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i | SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Visuals
4 1. Analyzing Motives Why do you think Louis XIV believed he needed such a large and luxurious palace?
Explain what practical and symbolic purposes Versailles might have served.
il 2. Developing Historical Perspective Consider the amount of money and effort that went into the construction
of this extravagant palace. What does this reveal about the way 17th-century French society viewed its king?
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