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Read the two primary source documents, then answer the following questions (you may us a piece of paper)  50pts 

 

 

1. Who are the authors of the two sources? Why would these authors be considered reliable historical sources?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on what you’ve read in the documents, how would you describe the atmosphere of the meeting between 

the two men? What in the recollections demonstrates this?  

 

 

 

 

3. What issues regarding reconnaissance flights do both Kennedy and Dobrynin discuss in their meeting? How 

did the two men they differ on these issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What does Dobrynin recollect regarding a statement Kennedy makes about “generals” in his cable? Speculate 

as to why Kennedy did not mention the statement in his memorandum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What sorts of statements do Dobrynin and Kennedy make regarding removal of U.S. missiles and bases in 

Turkey?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Other than the missiles in Turkey, what conditions can you see in either recollection (or in both) regarding an 

agreement to end the crisis?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. One of the reasons why Robert Kennedy was asked to meet with Dobrynin was because he and the Soviet 

ambassador were friends. In your view, was it a good idea for Kennedy, the Attorney General, to meet with 

Dobrynin instead of a diplomat more familiar with foreign policy, such as Secretary of State Rusk?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Both Kennedy and Dobrynin recalled that time was of the essence and that Khrushchev needed to make a 

decision by the next day as to whether to remove the bases. Kennedy specifically notes that, “for otherwise, 

there would be drastic consequences.” Speculate as to what these “consequences” might have been.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Both accounts were classified as “top secret” for some years after the end of the crisis, and were not released 

to the public. Speculate as to why this occurred.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Many questioned the U.S. position that having American missiles in Turkey pointed at the Soviet Union was 

acceptable, while the idea of Soviet missiles in Cuba pointed at the U.S. was not. In your own words, defend 

or reject this position. Be sure to give valid reasons for your belief.  

 


