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Thematic Essay Template 
 

Introduction 

In this section you will be assisted in creating your introduction. By using the D.R.L. formula you will be starting 

your essay with the full amount of credit necessary. So, that would be 5 out of 5 for the rubric. If you didn't already 

know. DRL means: Define, Re-Write, and List. More will be discussed about this during the writing process. 

Step #1: Define - Look at your theme and write a definition for the theme. What is your theme?  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Write the definition of the theme above in the box below. When you define your theme, think of a definition. If 

you can't think of a definition describe the theme or what it is? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Step #2: Re-Write: This is the section where you will Re-Write the theme located in the box. Use the W.R.S. (Word 

Replacement Strategy) for paraphrasing and rewriting your theme. The W.R.S. (Word Replacement Strategy) allows 

you to replace words inside your theme, so that you can score the maximum amount of points possible in your 

introduction. The following steps will assist you in accomplishing this goal: 

 

1. Circle the words in the theme that DO NOT include the theme itself. So if your theme is GEOGRAPHY you do 

not have to replace that word. 

2. Find Synonyms (Words that mean the same) for each of your circled words. 

3. Replace the words in your theme with the synonyms. This will create a paraphrase of the theme in your own 

words. Remember to keep your re-written theme in the same context or same meaning as the original theme. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Step #3: List: On this step you will list your topics that you are going to discuss for your essay. This should be the 

final sentence in your introduction. This step allows the audience (the reader), to find out what topics you are going 

to discuss in your essay. Avoid the use of first person language in your essay such as; "I, I'm, I am 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



1st Body Paragraph 

The first body paragraph should contain all of the information you would like to discuss for your first topic. It should 

answer ALL of the bullets located in the box labeled "Task". There is no limit or expected length of your body 

paragraph, but it should contain information that answers the questions in the bullets, and any evidence to back up 

your answers. You may need more than one body paragraph to complete the task. Use a body paragraph for each 

topic. 

In order to achieve the most points (level 5 essay), you must be analytical (to analyze) instead of being descriptive 

(just writing facts), this means, you should use one of the following strategies: 

• Compare & Contrast 

• Cause & Effect 

• Positive verses Negative Effects 

• Positive verses Negative Causes 

Step #4:  1st Body Paragraph 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



2nd Body Paragraph 

The second body paragraph should contain all of the information you would like to discuss for your second topic. It 

should answer ALL of the bullets located in the box labeled "Task". There is no limit or expected length of your 

body paragraph, but it should contain information that answers the questions in the bullets, and any evidence to back 

up your answers. You may need more than one body paragraph to complete the task. Use a body paragraph for each 

topic. 

In order to achieve the most points (level 5 essay), you must be analytical (to analyze) instead of being descriptive 

(just writing facts), this means, you should use one of the following strategies: 

• Compare & Contrast 

• Cause & Effect 

• Positive verses Negative Effects 

• Positive verses Negative Causes 

Step #5:  2nd Body Paragraph 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



3rd Body Paragraph 

A third body paragraph is needed if you have three topics to discuss. While rare, it sometimes is required. 

 

The 3rd body paragraph should contain all of the information you would like to discuss for your third topic. It should 

answer ALL of the bullets located in the box labeled "Task". There is no limit or expected length of your body 

paragraph, but it should contain information that answers the questions in the bullets, and any evidence to back up 

your answers. 

Step #5b:  3rd Body Paragraph (if needed) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

Every essay MUST have a conclusion. This is where some students lose major points. An essay without a 

conclusion can only receive a maximum of a score of 2 out of 5 possible points. 

 

For your conclusion complete the following steps: 

1. Restate your theme, changing the wording slightly. 

2. Give one (1) example from your 1st body paragraph. 

3. Give one (1) example from your 2nd body paragraph. 

4. Relate your topic to the world today. 

For Step 4 - Relating your topic to the world, you should compare the topic to the problem or effect, cause today. Use 

current examples.  

 

Example:   Nationalism still affects the world today by creating countries such as South Sudan created in 2011, or 

causing political revolutions such as the Arab Spring of 2011 in which many dictators in the Middle East were 

overthrown by the people they governed. 

 

Step #6:  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 


