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religious struggles in France? Was the Thirty Years' War in
Central Europe primarily a German conflict or a struggle
against the predominance of Spain? How important were
religious as compared with political causes of this war?
Beyond the death and destruction involved, how decisive
or significant was this war? What was the nature of the
conflict between royal and parliamentary authority in En-
gland? How did political theory in England reflect these
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Civil War in France

Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq

France was one of the first areas in which the turmoil, instabil-
ity, and war characteristic of the period between 1560 and 1660
occurred. There, political and religious divisions combined to
produce a long period of bloodshed and sporadic civil war. The
nature and effects of this turmoil are described in the following
selection from a letter written in 1575 by Ogier Ghiselin de Bus-
becg, the Holy Roman Emperor’s ambassador to France.

CONSIDER: Busbecq's perception of the forces and griev-
ances that were threatening to worsen the civil wars that had
already broken out; the consequences of the civil wars for
various segments of society.

Ever since the commencement of the civil wars which are
distracting the country, there has been a terrible change for
the worse. So complete is the alteration, that those who
knew France before would not recognise her again. Every-
where are to be seen shattered buildings, fallen churches,
and towns in ruins; while the traveller gazes horror-stricken
on spots which have but lately been the scenes of murder-
ous deeds and inhuman cruelties. The fields are left un-
tilled: the farmer’s stock and tools have been carried off by
the soldier as his booty, he is plundered alike by Frenchman
and by foreigner. Commerce is crippled; the towns lately
thronged with merchants and customers are now mourning
their desolation in the midst of closed shops and silent
manufactories. Meanwhile, the inhabitants, ground down
by ceaseless exactions, are crying out at the immense sums
which are being squandered for nought, or applied to pur-
poses for which they were never intended. They demand a
reckoning in tones which breathe a spirit of rebellion. Men
of experience, members of the oldest families in France, are
in many cases regarded with suspicion, and either not

Source: From Charles Thornton Forster and F. H. Blackburne Daniell,
The Life and Letters of Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecg, vol. Il {(London,
1881), pp. 38-40.

conflicts? What were some of several consequences of all
these struggles?

The materials in this chapter characterize this century as
one of extraordinary violence—sometimes directed at
women in particular—and struggle for political and reli-
gious control. The violence diminishes and a new sense of
stability is gained in the second half of the seventeenth
century, as will be seen in the next chapter.

allowed to come to Court, or left to vegetate at home. Be-
sides the two parties into which Frenchmen are divided by
their religious differences, there are also feuds and quarrels
which affect every grade of society.

In the first place, the feeling against the Italians who are
in the French service is very strong; the high promotion
they have received and the important duties with which
they have been intrusted, arouse the jealousy of men who
consider them ignorant of French business, and hold that
they have neither merit, services, nor birth to justify their
appointment. . . .

The feuds which separate the leading families of France
are more bitter than those described in ancient tragedy;
this is the state of feeling which exists between the Houses
of Guise, Venddme and Bourbon, not to mention that of
Montmorency, which, through its alliances and connec-
tions, has a considerable party of its own.

Political Will and Testament

Richelieu

The civil wars in France were ended under the rule of Henry
IV at the end of the sixteenth century. This strong king
prevailed over rival factions and strengthened the French
monarchy. But religious conflict and the competition with the
nobility for authority were not over in France. Rather, the
monarchy was built up toward a position of absolutism under
a series of powerful figures, including Cardinal Richelieu
(1585-1642), who served as principal adviser to the king
between 1624 and 1642 and virtual vuler for most of that
period. In the following selection from his Political Will and
Testament, Richeliew presents his wiew of monarchical

power.

CONSIDER: How Richelieu justifies monarchical power;
how Machiavelli might have responded to this view.

Source: Armand Jean du Plessis, Duc de Richelieu, Political Will and
Testament, vol. Il (London, 1695, pp. 45-46.
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