
Global Literacy

Were the communist reforms in China successful?

Write an argument with evidence on whether the communist reforms in China were successful.

Communism, Cultural Revolution, Dictator, Little Red Book, Communes, Red Guards, Mao Zedong, People's Republic of China, Great 

Leap Forward,Chiang Kai-shek, totalitarianism

 Students might confuse the Cultural Revolution as a positive cultural movement, and the Great Leap Forward as successful. Students 

may also look at the word "Republic" and think Communist China has democratic political principles.

China Webquest Packet (worksheets),  Electronic final copy of packet, China Webquest, computers with Internet access.

Students have completed a unit on World War I & II and 

evaluated whether WW@ was a continuation of WW1. Students 

have been working on Communist China in their Global History 

class.

Students will have different ways of obtaining information (text, video, graphics) for responses. Students will have 

multiple entry points for their wequest. Pre-Taugh Vocabulary. Do Now with whole class discussion (Pause, Ask 

Questions, Pause, Review).

Students may have challenges with vocabulary, and interpreting the political cartoon. They may have difficult creating a 

working thesis (claim) and finding evidence to affirm the claim, and evidence to refute the claim.

Students chose their partners, and chose which sections to complete.

1. Who influenced Mao’s political beliefs?

2. Explain the people of China’s reaction to communes.

3. Explain how did China’s competition with the Western world 

and US was connected tothe Great Leap Forward.

 Students will be asked the questions on a webquest. The questions 

will start from the lower DOK levels and increase to DOK level 4.

The webquest can be completed as a whole class activity with discussion. Individual groups could have 

scaffolded questions asked and given by the teacher for any question. 



Students can continue assignment at home on-line but regular homework will not be assigned for this project unless the 

student is falling behind in their progress on the webquest.

Day 1: Define the following: Communism, Dictator   Day 2: Define the following:  Revolution,  Republic

1. Students will lead the Do Now Discussions 

2. Students will work in pairs to complete to the China Webquest

Students will take four (4) class periods to complete the webquest.

Formal assessment based upon webquest completion packet and thesis (claim, evidence, and counter-claim)

Students will present their thesis, evidence, and counter-claims to the class. 

 I have developed many webquests for Global History and have used them in the classroom. Students that work in pairs and have much 

more focus when completing an online task or project than groups of three or four. 

 This webquest coincides with the Global history 10 part 4 course and the lessons on Mao in China. 


