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3d: Using assessment in 
instruction  (Student 
awareness of assessment 
criteria/ opportunities for 
feedback/ self- assessment/ 
peer-to-peer     
feedback/ students contribute 
to assessment criteria) 

1E: Designing Coherent 
Instruction                        
(Differentiation/ Clear 
definition of learning 
outcomes/ Student Choice) 

3c: Engage Students in 
Learning  
                                
(Scaffolding/ Inquiry / 
Making thinking visible) 



 

Marco Polo Argumentative Essay 

Body Paragraph Only 

Directions: 

1. Create an argumentative essay body paragraph based upon the two documents on Marco Polo.  

2. Create a claim. You should take a position on whether Marco Polo went to China or not. 

3. Use any of the two (2) documents to support your claim with two (2) pieces of evidence (Affirm/Agree your 

claim) 

4. Use any of the two (2) documents to create a counter-claim and evidence to support it. (Refute/Disagree your 

claim) 

5. Use any of the two (2) documents to support your claim with one (2) piece of your best evidence. (Affirm/Agree 

your claim)  

In your essay: 

• Use your best piece of evidence to support your claim after your counter-claim. 

• You may use as much evidence as you can find from the documents. 

• You should use transition words between sentences. 

Day 1: 

1. Read and Annotate both your documents. 

Day 2: 

1. Create a claim. 

2. Search the documents for two (2) pieces of evidence to support your claim. 

3. Based upon your documents create a counter-claim. 

4. Search the documents for evidence to support the counter-claim. 

5. Search the documents for your best piece of evidence to support your claim. 

6. Write your body paragraph in the format below: 

• Claim 

• Evidence #1 to affirm/agree with claim 

• Evidence #2 to affirm/agree with claim 

• Counter-Claim 

• Evidence to affirm your Counter-Claim 

• Evidence #3 to affirm/agree with claim (best piece of evidence) 
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Essay Prompt:   Were the Colonists justified in starting the American Revolution against the British Empire?
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Argumentative Essay – Body Paragraph(s) Only 

 

    

All Scores x 4 

And are out of 96 points 

 

Score Totals 

 

____ 

  96 

 

Project Deadlines:   

Reading & Annotating:    Wed 9/30/15  

Body Paragraphs:             Fri 10/2/15 

Revision:                            Wed 10/7/15 

 

Check your progress on Jupiter Ed. 

All deadlines are firm deadlines unless 

discussed with teacher prior to due date. 

Assignment may be given up until the close 

of school at 3:10p on the due date. 
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This Assignment counts as a classwork grade and the
Revision counts as a test/assessment grade.
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